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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COMHISSION ETDW/mb

APO 394
Subconmmission for Nonumentsa Pine Arts snd Archives

(Tel, 489081, ext. 442 & 6643 478480)

20421/ 1/UFAA 3 March 1935

Your Lxoellsnaoy:

With regard to your engquiry concerning the occupation
of any of the buildings of the American Academy by the lonu-
mente and ¥Fine Arts Subcommissicon, the siltuation is as Tol-
lows,

Cognizant of the generous suggestion by the Trustees
of the Academy that ite buildings might be ussd by this
Subcommission, we fully Ilntended to avail ourselves of 1it.
However, since the bunildings are so fur removed from the
centre of the city and the problem of transport not only for
ourselves but for anyone who wished to consult with us wsse
eriticel, &nd particulsrly since our Subcommission was re=
quired by the Executive O0fficer of AC to be under the same
roof with the other Subcommlsmions, the pleassent prospect of
being housed on the Gisnicolo had to be ebandoned,

May 1 herewith agmin express to you and to the Trustees
of the Academy my deep appreclation and thanks for this
generoua offer,

Yours very truly, 285%

G AT,
ERNEST T. DE WALD
Lt‘ﬂﬂl;! Epﬂﬂ. HEEI

liis Excellenoy Director

Myron ¢, Taylor
Vis Bonecompagnia
- ROME =

C. 0 MAR 1940
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1ILAD UART 23
- \ LD OUNTROL CORUsISSICH
) AIQ 390
Subcommiosion for lonumments Fine Aris and Aveludves
(Tele KBUOB1, oxte B42 & GOhy L708L450)

~Oh24 /4/NFAN 16 Oetober 194

Subjeat: Use of Llbeaxy, JAmericon ACadomye

To t  America Aoadony dn RUNME,

| e Lo tvo American oitiscrdundornaned have exnrosaed a
deaize to use the Librery offthe Americuwn Acsdony li oomneotion
with studivs thoy ove following at the Gregorian Uniwversity. Thelr

PaUest Lppoars YoaBonables

2e t la therefore roquesntsd thal the faollllbics of Bho
Libraey, 00 Car as they eve pow avalloble, be granted o ldeis

' RHUEST T 28 GALD
/ Malir; Spoce Aube
Dlzaotor.

Ve Snlvatoce De Vita )

of tha Pathexs af 8t. Chayrlos; Vie Uanlandreollli 11
ov, Dondinio Valontine ) (Monteverds)e
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD
OF TRUSTFES OF THE AMFRICAN ACADEMY IN ROME
HELD AT THE OFFICE OF YORK AND SAWYER, 101
PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, ON JANUARY 21,

1944, AT 4:30 P.M.

-—-——h-.—'“*—————*H—————i"ui-__——"-'—-—-_—_--‘u"—'-‘

Present: Messrs. Adams, Baldwin, Clarke, Cortissoz, Damrosch, |
Dinsmoor, Faulkner, Gugler, Jay, Johnson, Manship, ]
Moe, F. ﬁ. Taylor and Guernsey. :

In the absence of the President and First Vice
President, Mr. Adams, Second Vice President, presided.

On motion, the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the
RBoard held on December 14, 1943, were approved.

The Chairman presented the written request signed by
five trustees asking that a special meeting be called for the
purvose of considering the matter of the proposed utiliza-
tion of the Academy's facilities in Bome by the Allied
military authorities, AMG and other Allied Government activ-
ities, This question had previously been consildered by the
Executive Committee at two special meetings, October 14,1043,
and January 10, 1944. At the latter meeting a commnittee
(Messrs. Moc, Dinsmoor and Baldwin) had been appointed to ‘235 /
draft a letter exnlaining to Allicd Force Headguarters, thr
through approprinte channels, the Academy's attitude in this
matter. The committce's draft of a letter had been circulated
among the members of the Executive Committce for criticlsn |
or approval. As 2 result the commlttee had made minor changes |
in the letter. At the request of the Chair, Mr. Moe present- |
ed the matter to the Board and read the latest draft of the
letter. After carcful consideration and some slight revision
of the draft, on motion, the following resolution was unanl-
mously adopted:

Resolved, that the Trustees of the American Academy
in Rome adopt with the force of a resclution the follnwing
letter containing 2 statement of the Trustees' position w th
reference to the use of the Academy's property in Home:
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Mr. Huntington Cairns

Secretary, American Commission for the |
Protection and Salvage of Artistic and | |
Historic Monuments in Europe !
National Gallery of Art

Weshington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Cairns:

The Trustees of the American Academy in Rome
at a recent meeting reccived with pleasure the copy -- trans-
mitted by you -- of General Hilldring's letter of December
24th stating that the tender of the use of the Academy's fa-
cllities in Home to the Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives
subcommission of the Allied Control Commission for Italy had
been accepted. Presumably because that Subcommission is ex-
pected to use only a part of the Academy's facilities in
Home, the suggestion was made by Allied Force Headquarters
that the Academy authorize the full use of its buildings in
Rome by AMG and subsequently by the Allied Control Commisw

sion, ,%P Q
This suggestion raises douhts in the minds 4D9:

of the members of the Academy's Trustecs which we shall state

frankly for such consideration as may be given them amid the

urgencics of war. DBut first let us state definitely s2nd un-

equivocally that, not only because we realize that the Allied

military authorities hanve full ripht to requisition the

Academy's property, but also because as patriotic Americans,

the Trustees are concerned primarily that our efforts and re-

sources be fully dedicated to the immediate aim of winning

the war, we hcreby freely offer the use of the Academy's

nroperty to the Allied military authorities for whatever our-

pose will contribute most effectively to that aim. There

are no reservations to this offer, which we make desplte our |

lack of understanding of our legal position under requisition

as spgalnst our position under this offer. Our legal position

appears unimportant and beside the main point, which is win-

ning the war.
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Our doubts in relation to the supgestion re-
ferred to above, go along these lines:

It 1s recognized hy all agencies of govern-

ment concerned with our foreign relations, that institutions,

such as the American Acedery in Fome, which have a long rec-
ord of disinterested and highly resvected cultural activity
abroad, are fine national assets in times of international
stress, As Amoricans we are interestcd that that kind of
asset be not impaired for the future. We have the feeling,
if the Acacdemy becomes associated in Itealians!' minds with
the controls which inevitably must be imposed and maintain-
ed for a considecrable period, that the asset represented by
the Academy, in the sense herein meant, will inevitably be
impaired for the future; and that accordingly the Academy's
future usefulness to ile Nation will be diminiched to some
degree. We have it in mind that. following the last war,
the Academy's usefulness had been definitely enhanced by
its use as a Red Cross center during that war.

Hence, we would respectfully suggest that --
because of the probable duration of their controls over the
lives of the Italian people, and of the popular resentment
againgt them which 1s slmost sure to be evoked -- most
branches of the AMG and the later Allied Control Commission
would be peculiarly unsatisfactory agencies to occupy the
Academy builldings in Rome; and we would recuest that, if the
buildings are needed by the military nuthorities for uses
other than those of the Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives
Subcommission and related activities, they be assigned if
vossible to some activity other than AMG. We make the sug-
gestion with the less embarrassment because we have no
doubt that, if Rome is not largely destroyed, plenty of
other buildings -- more suitable -- will be available for
AMG and the subsecguent Control Commission.

The purposes of the Americen Academy in Rome,

28 1incorporated by Act of Ceongress on March 3, 1805, and
amended on June €, 1912, are "to promote the study and
practice of the fine arts and to aid and stimulate the
education and training of architects, painters, sculptors,
and other artists .... (and) the study end investigation of
the archaeology, literature, and history of the elassical
and later periods."
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1f use of the Academy property in Rome in the
l1ine of those purposes can be found, such a solution of their
use would, it goes without saying, be most satisfactory all
eound. But we recognize that this is war and that the high-
cst arts of peace are likely to find 1little place 1in an
occupied Rome. Still, we would draw attention to the fact
that the American Academy in Rome is a permanent American
cultural institution in Italy, with a long record in the
minds of the Italian people of contributions to the higher
natures of men and, as such, has spiritual assets which are

important even in war.

We deeply trust that this is gsalid in such
a way as to make our position clear. Ve know that, sitting
in New York City, we are not likely to have any ideas about
the military use of the Academy's buildings in Rome that
will be of any moment to the Commanding General. To hlm we
say: Use them in any way you wantj if you can use them with
+ view to their future, long-term usefulness as &a national
American asset, so much the better.

Copies of this letter are enclosed for trans-
mission to General Hilldring and to any other persons or
agencies as you may deem desirable.

Sincerely yours,

Roscoe Guernsey,
Executive Secretary.
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Mr, Faulkner, who had paid a speclal visit to
President Smith during the week-end, brought from him
cordial greetings to the Board and also a suggestion of
a committee to clarify the minds of all as to the re-
lations to be established hetwéen the future Acting
Director and the Board of Trustees.

After discussion, it was, on motion, voted that
the Committee to nominate an Acting Director for the
emergency neriod be requested to study the acuestion of
the relations between the emergency Acting Director and
the Board of Trustecs, and draft a statement setting
forth those relations ss viewed by the commlittee.

Mr. Moe reported that the committee had not yet
decided upon a nominee and would canvass the field
further.

The question was raised as to the date on which
the April meeting of the Board should be held. As no

one desired any change from the second Tuesday as
specified in the By-Laws, the date will be Anril 11th,

unless later change 1s made.

On motion, the meeting was adjourned at 5:285 P.M.

Roscoe Guernsey, L
Executive Secretary. zgtjﬁ
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL “EETING
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMI:({EE OF
THE AMERICAN ACADEMY IN ROME
HELD AT THE OFFICE OF YORK AND
SAWYER, 101 PARK AVENUE, NEW
YORK CITY, ON JANUARY 10, 1944,

AT 4:30 P.M.

e . 1 ] "___-__-.-._—"-—-ﬂ------“'—--

Present: Messrs, Adams, Ayres, Baldwin (by invitation), Clarke,
Dinsmoor, Faulkner, Gugler, Manship, Moe, and Guernsey.

Since the Acting President, Professor Egbert, was
absent because of illness, Mr. Adams, Second Vice Presildent,

presided.

Before the committee took up the principal business of
the meeting the Secretary read three letters of general interest:

One from Headquarters New York Port of Embarkation, Special
Service Supply Division, expressing gratitude for Ehree Master

Record Libraries just received as a gift from the Academy and
soon to be sent to the armed forces overseas;

Two other very interesting letters were rcad, one from
Captain Mason Hammond and one from Lt. Robert McKnight, both con-
veying heartiest thanks for the Christmas boxes sent them 1n the
name of the Trustees, 2nd adding informative and entertaining
accounts of their experiences in the service.

The svecial business of the meeting was the considera-
tion of the proposed utilization of Academy facilities by A M G.
A communication (transmitted by Major General Hilldring,Director,
Civil Affairs Division, War Department, Washington, D. C.) had
been received {rom Allied Force Headnuarters, gratefully accept-
ing the Academy's offer to provide facilities for the use of the
monuments znd fine erts subcommission of the Allied Control Com-
mission, but also adding the following comments and suggestion:

"It should be pointed out, however, that International o/ QG
' 2B 4

Law permits the renuisitioning of the Academy Building
for military purposes and that such reouisitioning is

likely to be made by Allied Military Authorities, if the
space afforded by the Acadecmy Building is necded.

"In view of this situation, it is felt here that 1t
would be to the best interests of the American Academy
in Rome if its buildings in Rome were occupied by a ;
military unit which would use the buildings with appro-
priate care and by virtue of its occupancy prevent their
use by other units, the naturc of whose duties might cause

damage.

"It is, therefore, suggested that the Executive Com-
mittee of the American Academy in Rome should pass &
resolution authorizing the use of its bulldings in Rome

by AMG and subsequently by the Allied Control Com-
mission when it functions in Rome with the Italian

Government during military occupation and before the
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interests of Italian artists in reconstruction work in Italy. |

It was suggested that the proposals might later be
brought to the attention of the Acting Director.

As it seemed that no definite action could approvpriately |

be taken at the present stage of developments, it was voted to
refer the letter to the Executive Committee as a whole, and the
Secretary was instructed to send copies to all members.,

Sinece it was believed that there would be no more
important business to be transacted during this month, 1t was
voted to omit the stated meeting of the Executive Committee in
January unless the Acting President should deem such meeting

necessary.

On motion, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 P.M,

Roscoe Guernsey,
Executive Secretary. ! s

3847
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