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setion with regard to all the

noberts Compission Yeguesis, hasg been to pass e .

whole matter to Professor cO0Tey.
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THE AMERICAN COMMISSION TOR THE PROTECTION AND SAIVAGE
OF ARTISTIC AND HISTORIC MONUMENTS IN WAR AREAS

Owen J. Roberts, Chairman -}:I- OFFICE OF THE SFCRETARY
David E. Finley, Vice Chairmon )| o F 5 NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
Huntmgron Cairns, Secretary ) | WASHINGTON 235, D. C.
Charles H. Sawyer, Arsistant Secrevary | |
William Bell Dinsmoor L[
Herbere H. Lehman LN _
PI-II! J+ S.I'-I:‘b! e F " ,n'" >

January 24, 1948
Archbishop F. J. Spellman \ (\J ,." 1' ;

Francis Henry Taylor
John Walker, Specral Adeizer ,
Sumner McK. Croshy, Special Adviser ( ¢

Wy dear f--.E.jDP: : i,ugfL’#

we Wlsh to scitnowledre with many thandgs your letter of Janu-
ary oth and the enclosure of two coples of the complete set of
the Sub~Commission's Flnal neport. Ir. Burke finds them extremely
helpful In raining information for this Commissicn's Mnal Report
on 1ts actlvicles,

It 1ls gooc to learn that vou may be In the Siates toward the
end of I'ebruary and we should llke to consult wvou at that time for
the sectlon of our aeport desling with the acvivities of the NP4 &
A ocub=Commission in Italy,

pefore then we wilsh to refer to three statements in the Geneoral
Heport (20545/0/NFPAL dated 1 January, 1946)

(1) P,Y, 11 Phase 3, d = Archives ".,.The work of the archives
ofllcers 1s the subject ol = Sseparate report and 1z there-
v fore not further detalled herein., . ",

If such a report has been comnletved can you aupply us with
Lwo coples, cne for our files and one to forward to t%?;}“‘:
Matlonal Apchilves? S

(2) P«55, X = Documentation "...a file of nearly three thoue
sand photograpns ol war-damage end repalr-work hasa besan
complled.....collections of selected photorrephs nave
been sent to London and Washington....the Itallan GoveIrn-

2 ment has been suppliecd with = complete microf'llm record
L;f; of' the photorraphic fille..."

Ps £, 11 Phase Oy b = Lirlson wilth !-.ir_ Forces "....The

sub-Comilsslion recelved on demand (rcm the Pedlterranean

7~ Fhotorranhic Intelllrence Centre up=to=date alr photo-
crephs of targetS...”

L/

ATe these alr photooraphs included 1n the larrer file® Can
8 copy ol the complete photozraphic rfile be gent at thils time to
the Amerlean Commission as sugrested 1in your letter (Refercnce
20909/20/G/LFAL) of Uctober o0th, 1945 to Professor C. H. lorey
8t the United States Lmbassy, lome?
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The selected photographs recelved until now amount only to
570, and references to photograchs taken are made 1ln various re-
norts - e.gz. Fourteenth lonthly llevort dated 135 Jenuary 1945, D. 3,
Sectlion 5 a. 0Only photopraphs of Livorno, Flsa and Plstola have
arrived aere. Similarly in the Final Heport for Lombardia (20345/
12/VFAA dated 30 Sertember 1945) p. 14, none of the nearly 200
photorraphs of damage in Lombardy are here, In fact only those
called Serles A throusgh K have arrived. Can you let us know 1f
more have been sent? If so, we willl then make further inquiries

at the War Departrnent.

If the Signal Corps did any photographic work ror the KIFA & A
offlcers whicn ars rnotv in your flle, such ohotopraphs cen be 0D=-
xxfftuinad in fiashinguon only if the "Theater Numbers" of §/6 are known
here, and 1t would be very desirable to have them 1f you have kept

sucn a record.

Tn orcder to have as wide a cholce as nossiple for the lllustra=-
tion of our Final Kerort, and for eny future usefulness 1n thils
country, it 1s urgently recommended thnat all these photographs be
sent to the Commlssion ar once.

Sincerely yours,

;Oaw:c;fé\ (B
Huntinegton Lalirns

Secretary

Fajor Norman . Newton
HG 2670 Regt. AC

APU 3P4

¢/o0 Postmaster

New Egrk, New York
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THE AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION AND SALVAGE
OF ARTISTIC AND HISTORIC MONUMENTS IN WAR AREAS

Uwen J. Roberts, Chasrman OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
David E, Finley, Fies Chagrmam NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
Huntingron Cairns, Secratary-Tracsure WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
William Bell Dinsmoor

Herbere H. Lehman I
N

;:fl::}i?aéi::;_mm Jenuery 15, 1946
Archbishop F. J. Spellman b edd
Francis Henry Tavlor ron i
John Walker, Spevial Adviser | ’
) FET
| b e -
Major Norman T. Newton, < 3 AN Y %2
Hg, 2675 Hegt, AC, | J ALYy 2
APO 394, FLISNEN | VRS
Fostmaster, AN 5 Il
New York, New York. v . L, L 1 L
Dear Major Newton: y (¢ \ Y "
The Commigeion has been pleased to recelve from
the Civil Affalre Division cmpi&gﬁuf six more of the
Finel Heporte on verious sections of Itely, and awaits
with interest the remaining ones. They present much of
the story of the Sub-Commission's activities &nd form a
worthy termination of an operation that was handled in
masterly fashion.
Can you give use any news on the ultimate diepo-
gition of the &rchives -~ both typed and photographic - of-~ ¢
the Sub-~Commigssion 7 ¥ o)y

The American Council of Lekrn:=d Boclietles set up
on Beptember 1lst, 1945 & committee fo form a FPhotographic
Archive on damaged a&nd undamaged monuments, the AMG opera-
tione of selvage and repeir, and similar iteme. Mrs.
Ireo, its research analyst, has sssembled about 4,000 photo-
graphs to date - from the Eignal Corpe, Army Ailr Corps,
OWI, forelgn libraries of informeation, etc. However the
coverage is very cpotty and she wante to round i1 out in
every way poselible. I am therefore sending on to you a
letter and list which I have juct received from her. Any
RBeistance you may be able to give her will be valuable
for the record, since this Protographic Archive will ulti-
metely be deposited along with the files of the Commlsesion
Ihich contain &l11 the reports sent back from the verious

heaters.

Jincéreély yours,

' 7 AN \ ‘
William L. ¥. Burke
Heeearch Analyst
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COMM1L(TEL JF THE AMRRICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNE. BCUIRTIES
Ol PROTECTION OF CULTUPAL TREASURES IN WAR ARBAS
The Metropolitsen Mosenum of Art gl ‘.,{}h
Hew York, N. Y. A

January 15, 1946

A.C.L.5. Fhoto=Archive
Tier 18 W, Natlonel Archives
Washington 25, D. C,

Mr. William L. M. Burke
American Commiesion for tne Frotectlon

and Salvage of Artistic and Fietoric Monumente
in War Areas

Hational Gallery of Art
¥ashington 25, D. C,

Uear Mr. Barke:

[ am inclosing a superficial list of It=1lien localitiee, drewn
from the A.C.L.S5. Army Service Forcen Atlae, of which no photogreohs
or only inadequate onee are avallable to us for our Archive.

There are many more smaller Ttalian communlties contelning three
ana two etar monuments of which we have either no photographs or inadeguate
coveraze. Thege I have not listed here, howevar.

Un the inclosed liet, thoss places pruceded by an "o" are repre-
sented in our file by no photographs at all--not sven clear, distent air
Viewa., The others may be i1llustrated by one or two good nicturee, or
merely by en anenymous etreet, an anonymoue rubble-heap or a distant view- = 5. 1}
from some hill or velley. But thev cannot properly be called ‘|111tlﬂtrﬂ.tea-;}h -

If, in your next letter to Major Newton, you cpuld inguire about
the atete of theMTO photo files and rubmit my liet for commant, I should
be deeply grateful to you.

Very mincerely wyours,

[e/ Miriam Tavenport Treo
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| Jemvary 15, 1946
LIST OF ITALIAN CITIES DRAWN FROI AFRMY SERVICE FORCES MANUAL MEES-1T7 OF
THICH NO PROTOS OR INADECUATE PHOTOS OF YANUVENTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE
UNITED STATES I T B ST (R o VR
o Ahosta o Iocri o Trend
o Aguila ILoreto o Trevigo
o Adullea o Lodi o Trols
o Arenzo o Lucca o Turin
o Ascoli Piceno o Lucera o Udine
c AsSti ¢ Macersia g Urblno
Bardl 0o Mantua o Vercelli
] LL‘E.I'lE'h'L' 0 Mo ag Merritllma o "i.u"i_."'li'-ﬁ i
o belluno o Naters
o Bergamo & NMernno
o HBiellas o Metaoonue
g PBltonto liodena
Eologns o [folfelts
o PBrescia o [liontepulclisnd %
o Hressanone o Naovars
o Brindisi a Otrento
o Campobasso Padua (hove Eremitond)
o Capodistria o Parenro
o GCeoril " o Purmna
o QCarrere o Pavia
o Cesale Monferrato Peruzio
o Castellamare di Stabla o Paparo
o Catanzare o Plreenze
o Ceseln o Pinerolo .
o Chieti o Pirano 9 10 A
o Chiusi Pistolis
o Citta di Caatello o Pola
o Civitavecchia o Potenza
o Como o Pozzuwoli
o Cortona o PRavello-Amalfi
o Corenza o Reggio dl1 Calabria
o Cremons o Regpio Emilis
o Crotone o Histd 1
o Fabrizuo o Hovereto
o Faenzai o Rovigo
o Terrarsa o Fuvo di Puglia
o TFisescle Salerno
o TFiume 0 Salnzzo
o Foggla o 8. Marie Capuve Vetere
o Yormia g0 Savons \
Gaetsa a Sorrento
: o (Gallipoll o Spoleto
o GCoriglsn o GESulmona 1
o Grado o Suse
o Grosseto o Teranto o
o Gubblo Tarquinisa f
o Ivres o Teranmo
o Ianciano o Ternl
o Lecce o, Tadi
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“ Gubject: Telephone call hetween Major C.J. lMaciamare of -5,
and Corporel Willard of MFAA 5/C

Pime/Date Sunday, 17 June 1945 around 1600 hours

r Artistic lonunents,
d to I{EthﬂrMﬂ-EJ
ures and advise

of Proteotion o
JALKER to procec

t pecovery of Treas
Division on Froblems.

t  American Commission
desires JUH! arARSS and JOHH
Laucenbury and Italy to asslis
Wer Department Clvil Affairs

Sigmed from Chief of Staff

Maj. Macllamarc quotoes above gimal from Chief of Staff, that

1e
his office, G=5 had receivads

np Views.", evidently meaning
'

7, He also sald, Niay we have yo
} "'.TiE‘-‘i'E..

may he, the Major, have our (ML & A

P ecall him tororrowv {.I"‘:E'Wl‘-;:f y

3., e requests that Lt. Cole
18 June 1945) on the above subject,at G-5, FHEEDOM Bl o

[/ Baward ii. Willard
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" Arcivescovo HHons. Spellman

 ella Commissione per I8 (uleka ﬂﬂiill:;l_[ﬂ

WASHINCTON,
La multifarme attivith di Sua Frooollenia
Mansienor Spellman, il gquale, accanlo alle

| cure pastorall dell: Archidiocesi di  Nuova

York, uniseo I'U (Rcio di Ordinarin Casirense
per i cattolici delle Forze Armule degll Statl

Unitl, & sempre piu apprezzaln dalle autorita |

civili che desiderano valersi doelle non, £0=
munl doti  dell’illusire preagle i tutie e
ppere costituite dnl GOVErno Americiano per

| yenire ineontro a immcdiate necessith della
FUEETR O Per impedire ulteriori rovine cau-= |

cate dalle operazioni militari

Hecenlemente |l Presidente Roosevell ha
chiamato 8. E. Monsignor Speliman @ far
parte della Commissigne americans per ia
protezione del monumenti artistict c plorici
nelle zone di GUEITA.

Fondata originarinmente Jer avplgere a8t= |

bvith in Buropa, |a Compissione vennde suc-
cessivamente catesa anche a8 ¢ange del FPaci-
fAeo Fssa agita in ¢onoporazione <On dabiglel
similarl eostituita 10 altrl paesl per proteg-
gere ¢ salvare tesori eulturall, Fra i suol
scopi ¢ guello di ricuperars pgpettl darte
asporiati

Presidente doella Commissione & Owen J

Roberts, giudice dells Corte Suprema degli |
| simtl Unitt, e di essa fa parte anche Hun-

linglon Cairns, Segreisrno pencrale della Gal-

| 1eria nazionale darte

el
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TRIBUTE TO ALLIES

RO¥E, September 2 - Guide de Fuggierop, “inister of Publlo
Zducetion, today recelled thet Prggidenf Rogsevelt end Prime
vinister vinston Ohurohill long ego outlined provisions for the
protection and safegusrding of artistic monuments, b

In 8 circulor issued teday to superintendents of historie
monuments, he paid tribtute to the invelunhble work rendered by
Americin snd Pritish scholars who, in the wake of the Allied Armies
tnke immedliate mesasures for the safeguazrding of dems8ged historic
nonunents from further dsstruction snd for the crllecting of ort
works which had %0 be placed in hiding pleces beyond the resch
of Gorzen vandallipm,

vinister de Nusglerce emphopized the need Lor cortlnuad
enl laboration between Itslien end Allied suthoritiem for the pro-
tection of culturel monuments.
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BEAUTY FOR ASHES

by

~NERE i5 @ moving chapter (1x1) in the proph-
pey of Isaiah which gives courage Lo those of
us who contemplate the holocaust of Europe
] which fixes us with a new pattern of FOSpOnSI-
bility: —
The Lord hath anointed me Lo preach gootl ticlings
unto the meck; he hath sent me L0 Bindd up the

hrokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the caplives,
anil the opening of Lle prison to them that are bound;

L

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to pive
untoe them beanty for aches, the nil of joy for moutn-
g, the garment of praisoe for the spirit of heavines;

And they shall baild the old wasles, they shall raise
up the Tormer desolations, anil they chall repair the
wishi eities, the desolations of many gﬂmrﬂt'mus. ST
For as the carth Lringeth forth her bud, and ns the
garden enuscth the things that are sOWH im 1t Lo
spring forth: 5o the Lord God will cause righteousness
antd proaise Lo qpring forth befare all the nations,

They are hopeful words, theee words of Taaiah,
Lut not easy ones (o ewallow with complaceney
when each day we hear thal some new European
monumdnt which we have loved has been bombed
out of existence. It s impossible 1o cstimate how
much of Kuropean culture has perished mn this war.
What Hitler has not already destroyed in England,
France, in Itoly and Grecee, he has threatened to
wipe out in the hour of his defeat. Librarics,
churches, and pallerics af art hove been destroyed
ond looted, and with them have gone the ereative
labor and imagination of countless generations.
With every lamp that hag been broken and melted
down into the slag of barbarism, there hos been
extinguished some «mall tongue of the eternal flame
which has ever warme humanity and lighted the
pathwoy of jgmorante.

Directar of the Wetropolitnn Museam of Art, Franca HENRY
‘s ¥ Lon hng been thinking Uhrough the problem of how Lo reslore
the works of art which have been looted by the Nuzis, and of
how we in America can assist in rebuilding the art centers of
Europe.

a8
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FRANCIS HENRY TAYLOR

The thoronghness Wil h which the Nazis have per-
feetod the technigque of ruin may be cited by the
aingle example of the great library of the Universily
of Naples, where kerosens Was pourced upon the
baokshelves and cach aleove in turn lighted by
cxploding hand grenndes, In every land that has
felt the searing jmprint of the Prussiun boot the
story is the same. During a single might of the fire
in London, cleven million volumes — More thnn
the total eontents of the Library of Congress —
wore burned, The Board of Economic Warfare hnd
pul the looting of works of art in occupied countries
(ot including monnments destroyed by military
aelion) at over i billion and a hall dolliirs — more
(hin the total value of works of art in the United
Stales.

‘The raids upon the military targets of the Reich
by the British il Ameriean air forces, despite the
most cluborate cfforts 10 Spare cultural centers,
have inevitably drawn 1 their wake of ruin 2 cer-
tin portion of that patrimony of the world which
e Nazis so despise and obviously never have
deserved.

To be sure, the sstitutions of Europe, VIEWINgG
the progress of cutnstrophe after 1954, ungertook
ceriain necessiry preparations. Tly &lb'liﬂ'h inei-
dent provided a dress oheursal for the evacuation
of the Louvre. The most earcful and competent
plins were made, and in September, 1930, hundreds
of thousands of worls of art werc moved to the south
of France, where later they came under the control
and possession of the licutenants of Ribbentrop.
In England, the Nutional Gallery and the Britizh
Muscum sent their incet things to the country.
Only the maslerpieces werc thus favored, for the
ereat bulk of gystermatio collegtions were too vast
and clumsy to be (ransported to sufety. The mass
of scientific and reference liternture was left to the
merey of the blitz.

In the United States, along {he Atlantic and P'a-
cific seabourds, similar preparations were made for
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virus onee the I'ﬂr{'fﬁ{'llll""hn!: hien established, The
sulfonamides are not ofgvalue. Penicillin so far has
been found ineffective. A wide range of chemieals
has been studied in hope of stumbling upon one
which would attack these viruses, One ean only
hope that by *eookbonk chomistry,” the laborions
making and testine of thousnnds of com pounds, or
by a lucky strike, somoone will find an agent which
tian penetrate our cells und reach the viruses an
securely ensconced within them, When this diseoi
ery comes, it will he one of the lust steps needed for
the control of infectious disease,

4

1?";: Exow a good deal more aboul pnewmonia,
that hundmaiden of influcnza. So far the evidence
shows that relutively few of the dreaded sl -
influenzal pneumonius are due (o the influcnza
viruses, bul the whole problem will have to b, re-
investigated with the techniques which have been
recently developed. It is now hared 1o think back to
those Durk Ages when the sulfonamides wore 1oL
available for the treatment of bueterial [HICHMOonins
(which have been the killers in influcnza : yel it was
only in 1937 that sulfapyridine was introduced. The
elfeet of the sulfonamides upon the death rate in
pnenmonta is indieated by the fligures of the Metro-
politan Life Insurance Compuny. In the yeur endd-
ing in August, 1937, thoeir figures showed o mortalil ¥
rate of 85.7 per 100,000 cases, By 1942 this rite
hud dropped 1o 81.9 per 100,000 cases, o decrease
of 63 per cent. If selected series of preumocoeol
prcumonias are studicd, the mortality is now found
to b nbout 10 per cont. These ligures represent thie
siving of a great many lives, Thore has ulse boen i
mcasurable shortening of the length of illness,

But bacterial pneumonias are still on the list of
living infections. No Wiy, excepl colmon-sense
hygzicne, hos yvet been found to prévent pneunionii.
The possible use of the sulfonumides to ward off bac-
lerial pneumonins in victims of virulent influenza
may be important, but little is yet known about it
T'he high nuniber of earriers has been emphnsized
here recently by Dr. W. H. Harris, Jr., who re
ported last year that after sullonamide treatment
more thun one third of the convilescents left the
hospital earrying their meumonin germs with them,
[t must also be remembered that, like Mithridats
und his poisons, some bueterin can ada pt themselves
to the sulfonamides. While the incidence of (hese
striing is now low in pnotmonia, it uray be of in-

i

- !
L. HOW BAD IS THE FLU?

i

. %

8

crensing mportanee, Yet these difficultios are rida-
tvely minor in comparison with the extraording ry
advances which have been made with these drues.

Individuals uufortunate enourh to he stiscopLille
to a sullonamide-resistunt germ or tao sick to be
sved by the sulfonamides need not despair, Tm-
mune serum can be used for the tréatnient of baee
terial pnenmonias, and on the horizon st peni-
cillin and other substances obtained from malds.
[lere is an enchanting revelation in (he history of
medicine, While eivilisns must yield their eluim for
penicillin 1o the armed forers until more of it s
availiable, the day will come when it or relaied suls
stances will supplement ‘or possibly replace the
sullonamides,

Dr. F. G. Blake recently reported the strange ense
of the Connecticut furmer, some of whose family
and ten of whose twelve eats came down with un
atypical pneamonia in which there wis o slronge
suggestion that both the felines and the human
beings were having the same viral pneumonia, In
these newly recognized groups of pneumoning due
Lo viruses instend of bucteria are some of the most
curtous  and intercstine infeetions now known.
some of these strange discuscs seem to roach us [rom
animals, especially birds. About 2 fourth of the
viral preamonias in an enstern urban are: Were ri-
cienitly found to be due to the virus usunlly nssoci-
ated with an acute respitatory infection of parrots,
a discase known as psittineosis, This virus and the
ong that prefers eats are now believed to be reluted.
Siilar viruses have been found Among pigeons in
our city parks and among domestic fowl. so that
during epidemics of virnl pneumonia even Lhese
apparently harmless ereatures niust be viewed with
i SUSpICIous eye.

The non-baeterial pneumonias do not respond to
the sulfonamides, und no prophyluctic for them is
knowi. | Hopes were recently raised in England
when patulling a mold derivative reluted to penicil-
lin, was found to be cifeetive in the Lreatment of the
common cold, which is a virug disensse. Unfortu-
nutely the first series of cases was smull and others
have not been able to conlirm the results. It ap-
pears that neither the answer nor the key has yet
heen found,

Influenza and pneumonin are wometimes killers,
We huve learned much about them': wo are bound to
learn more. The possibility for their control soons
brightor than it has ever been, As Theobuld Smih
siid, “Among other aims adopted for the post-war
period might well be included freedom from ros-
pirailory disease,"
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The Metropolitan

ihe safety of public collections.
Museum, Upon the advice of prlitary autharities,

put away some fifteen thousand works of art. This
operation, which occupied the greater part of the
(ime of the entire stafl from Pearl Hurbor until the
following May, was carried on under ileal conditions
of labor, packing, and trucking. Yet in the aggre-
eate less than one per cont of the collections Was
cemoved from the Museum. Surely in Europg, in
{he midst of battle, no greater peroentage of the col-
lections of muscums and libraries was tuken away.
We are faoed, therefore, with the grim realization
Uit while the greatest masterpicees of Europe have
probubly been preserved, even though many of
thiem have been stolen hy the enenxy, the compre-
Lensive study collections have for the most part
been necessarily abandoned to uncer ainty.

Now, contrary 1o popular Lelief, the history of
¢ulture 15 not written about the isolated master-
drawn [rom the st ady collections.
Beautiful and imporiant as | is, the masterpiece
cannot stand alone. 11 is a prima donna which must
have a supporting cast and chorus Lo speak authori-
(ntively for the time and place of its creation. flast
nd chorus are the vasl chronological sweeps and
|y pe S0TIeS from which the masterpiece Springs and
Jdemonstrales by comparison 11 pnigue and supe-
cior qualities, A greal work of arl 13 &8Sc atially the
c«tension of the artist’s personality — 4@ gommuini-
ation of his vision 1o the beholder. There ig 1
parallel liierature, where the poet s not judged
Ly an individual utterance. His impact upon his
peperalion, and ultimately upon posterity, s not
confined Lo one of his works alone. Shakespeare,
for example, would probably have Licen considered
greal if no more than a single play or sonncl had
come down LO Us. But it is through the great hody
of his full creative production that he hus excreiscd
his cnOrmous influence.

S0 it i with the artist. The page of drawings (rom
Alichelangelo's notebook in the Metropolitan Mu-
weum, the only work by his hand in America, i n
 sell an object of inestimable beauty, but its value
1o the Musenm and 118 publie is in its relation Lo his
other known works and to the various ASpeeLs of
Renajissance civilizat ion which are reflected in the
{apesiries, paintings, and furniture of the Muscum s
gulleries. The colleetions of prints, of ornament, all
of the Lype series of decorative Bris, help us Lo un-
derstand the real meaning and gignificance of the
painting and the statug, Fnowledge is an accumuila-

piece, but 14

tion of facts and opinions which sharpen the visual
perceptions.

What is true of the study collections of muscums
s even more irie of libraries. The loss in London
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of the files of newspapers of the last two eenlurics
would be, from this point of view, a far greatercalns:
(rophe than the destruetion of the Codex Sinailicus.

2

rFllE. peculiar nature of muscums and publie libra-
rics, which jointly bear the burden of man's collec-
{jve memory, 1%, a8 Frederick Keppel once obeerved,
that of an iceherg — they are at all tines seven=
cichths cubmerged. Their importante and value lie
not alone in what the public secs, but in what the
sthudent knows he can find in them if he looks for il.
Their chicl purpose, then, is to show the visitor the
best, in order 1O whet his curiosty 1o consult the
«tncks, That is the problem of the institution
abroad as it isin this country. And in so far as this
i true, every object in & museum gloreroom Llakes
an an added luster.

But the circumstances af the war have ahruptly
snterrupted the life of Europe's ibraries and mi-
coums where they have not yel been destroyed, 1t
will take vears for her L atitutions to return Lo #ty
normal program, ‘The destruction of personnel hos
Loon as dreadful ag the losg of property. New gen-
erations of scholars must be trained, if for no other
purpose thun (o clussily and sort aut the chaos of
collections which have chunged hands in the war.
The physical and financinl burdens alone will foree
galleries 10 remain closed lor many years. Works of
art long neglected in improper stOrage will require
ondloss uttention by competent technicians, One
dhudders to think of the works of art that may per=
ish by default, YWhere, one neks, can Lhe necessary
training in ccholarship and technique be aequired?

The answer, of course, is that wein America have
4 new responsibility townrils our Lugopgap l;p!l-
leagues, Having been lor s0 long on thg deeville
endd, we find 1t hard to realize that this is our big
moment Lo repay our debts. But we can repay them
only il our own standards of scholarship and integ-
rity can measure up to those which in the pest we
barrowed overseas, Those standards imply a com-
plete and ready understanding of whal we have.
The larger muscums of the United States already
have the mosi cxtraordinary riches in practically
every field. The more wo know them, the better
we onn interpret and clussify them. 1t isour duty
o to perfeet our OWN institutions as centers not
merely of popular recrention, but of scient ific study
and research, that they may form the cornerstone
for Lhe re-establishment of those abroad.

Already the body of competent pr{:l't:'.';ﬁimmls in
the United States I8 Very large. The universities and
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¢ than justified. We must face the Toet that,
¢ nod suffered from the war in the
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rary systems, have
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cilies of the war 13
and their places filled minishing. Yve no loneer have the respurces and
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cuprs whom We ghould conside PESETVES that we had in 1959,
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may be cond ineed t

even been suggested thul
fnunced by A merienn instilnLions, Lae condueted to caniLunry, Anericin
editerronean couniries hold n trust for her, and intact, the civilization
her hands, YWhen <he is ready 1o

which withered in
rebuild once more ihe citadel of th
il somethmg bosides muterivl wea
World, We must be prepared o mive he

ar old clothes, and our dollars,
r nu:-um'mg.

o mind, moy sho
lth in the New
r, hesides
“* hosuly

for villagesin M

provide work
y menns of cm

whose ordinir
wiped out by {he war.
0, Wi must not

Worthy ns these SUE restions My 1y
ot ourselves bo misled into tho Lolicl that ihoe re-

habilitation of liuropcull culture can be accoin=
plished by lend-leuse alone. Charity beginsit home.

ployment have been

our food. ©
tor ushes, the oil of joy v
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Gli Alleati perla proteziona
del patrimonio arfistico ialiano

Fin dal priml glogmi dell'en-
irate in guerra degl Stati Uni=

ti i1 Presidents Roosevelt noml

nd una Commissione per la Pro-
tezicne del Palrimonio artistico

e culturale ned
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al mascimo gredo e allo SCOPO ai
difenderld, Interess! economicl
e maorall def lavoratoris,

g Per quanto rigunrda les Ca-
mere e lo Unioni sindacall del
Invoro sorte prima della lbern.
rione nelle varle povincle ord

gmtn, sl Inguadreranno nelia
nione confedernls unitarin s,
Aflermando di estere fermae
mente convinto del sutcesso del-
in Confedernzione unitarip del
lasoro, l'on. Di Vitlorip ha con-
chiso dicendo: e LTItalian ¢ stato
{1 primo Paese che viene Hberato
dal valorosl esercity alleatl. Mon
a genga gignifieato che proprio
1l mostro Paecte sla (I primo acl
mondo nel quale sl realis 1w
nitd  sindacale compleia che
comprende, anche, 1 lavormiorl
cattolich, Cid & 4l buon augurio
per 1 destini dTtalia e per 1 L
voratori di tuttt | Pacai»,
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auboomiriesion for wornmentsy Pine Aris and Archivoss

Mjfﬁm 18 Juns LIl

FUBIRCT S ™ile of Information on Parpoyinsle

MIEORANDUN TO1 aubcormigsion for Henurantey Fime Apte and Arohlvoie

1, For the purposy of @oordinatling ivifoumation weeful both in the
Ttalian and +He noprintrm shenlived, wilihh rofss 1 to parscls havin: knowlodge af

fhe transfel and movessnts o o mopks of LIl 1+ 1g depiroble that & Tilg of CGorman
fmrﬂuruml, in parbiloukaz, v Yo hawe operated in Ttuliy, should he mode aveliloble
to the ¥PAn offlcord sn oo nowbly GO e, to BIOUSA, ang o e affioinl Ameyrdoan
und British Oompdgoions ond WO the l'_ihm:mrﬁ Copplttos roeprosenting ghe oooupled

nnblonSe
L ¢ - uzeiulness of sush o Mle in Lhe no sy sheatre would Le pro- *
ilonted on Lvu fraohoras (o) Govie nilitary yﬂrﬂnmlitiau ave beon operating in

various theastres indiscriminatelys ond those who know of plunderod oY deastroyod
raberial in Ibaly mey bo Gaaelly gognisant aof audh potivities in poland or el
{for instanas; (b) aven thoso ailitvary and givilian parsonulitios ahio heve mmge QOL
fined tholr pobivities to Italy 2111 cventually be found in Gormails prosumebly iy
fovoes Lelongdng Lo the norkhern ArTaess t} } J,_j y
Tl

=

je FoOU aEnrpLG, Ardn ven Coplkan of the (enmn Tnesitute in 2ome, wiho
has just lofh that oliy; gonlc be able i< dnddioate Lho exsab ropoaliory of ths
Library of the Gorman Institute of ROWA, of the Dillioteca voprtatans (both tramne=
ported 0 ruatrin by dircot orders of! i tler ), nd of womo oLHSY I ceplel baken
from LThalye This iz not & quns bion of ﬂmmrtiun_'n;; gullt or Llamoy it 16 puaely

a matbor of obtaining o 1iab of iniovisaitoe

Le In this sunneotbiony the mamad of pousible s prmanhsy Lhedx pRY eI~
tage und abodes in Germany, thedls il versily correoions (if BT g 118 pubjects Of
their interost partisulorly @S gyidenoed Ly published Yooka and axtlclus; and an
outline of thelr wnybine aotivities as ohtained fyom wIY sourac whatsooVely vould
be of invaluablo poyVvinee

5. Une mathod of obbalning suoh informatlon, hi ey o iradasaquabely
axploreds would be pxaination of Lthe oontunte of art vnd arohacolosiond pario
suls pulidshed in nfermary =nd tho 009 pled gountricos (inoluding I eplpdioals cdited
by Geruwis in the ocoupled sountriea), forithe purposs ot 11gting the authors of
articles bearing upon ma tepinl whloh hos aen shudied as o vaault of wybime antl-
vitiios, such B the Dayeur tupestry o= the Velt wtoss AlLre auph sutiors would U
pubtedly have suie novledpe of ehat may lave pappaned to theae obleolie Tha prGe~
ance of MPAA officors Lnd their atafl in RONS, Ghepe many Leplian and nmeutrsl 1ib=
varics are acoesgible, would | pond an invalunila opuox tund by of pining guoh infor=
matlon frow pﬂrinrlinull whia, bave hitherto Beon urobtainable Ly e Allied nutlioDse

6. This proocss of gxanining the sontants of poriodionls ahould not ke
goniined to Ttallian materiel, but slould ooVex W11 materdal 17 the ]

()
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WASHINGTON COMMISSION

20540/MFAA

Notee on article AURUSE'S LOOTED ART: CaAN IT DE RUCOVEREDY
in The Few York Times Magazine, September 19, 1943, P18; hy
Fronols lenry Taylor, Direclor Metropolitan Museum of Art.

The ap ointment by the Presldent through the Secretuxry of
State of an AMBRICAN COMMISELON FOR THlk PROTRCTION AND SALVAGL
OF ARTISTIC AND HISTORIC MONUMANTSG IN EURGPE has opened up
another front.

Oof ficers of Commission:

Chairman Acsoeiate Justice Ovwen J. Robeirts of
Supreme Court of the Unitod Staten .

vice Chailrman David E, Finley, director of the
National Gallery of Art.

Seoretary {unt ington Cairns, Secretary Natlonal
Gallery Art.

Other Members:

Archilbalé MacLeish, Librarian of Congress,

Governor Hervert H, Lehman, Director of
Foreign Rellef nnd Rehsbllitation Operatvione

Paul J. Sachs of Harvard University.

Professor Williom Bell Dinsmool of

Columbia University, clalirman of the Com=
mittee of the American Councll of Learned
soocletles Tor the Protection of Cultural
Treasures in War Areas and president or the
Archueological Institute of Amoerica,

Frencie Henry Taeylor, Director Metropolitan
Muceum of Art,
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Rsubtey roports that, while for scme time there has heen in opezation, on
the part of tho United States; a comnission entristed with the task of imvestim=-
ting the thefis of womlts of art perpretated hy mno other than the Axis mvermments
wd thedr eloments, no orgunigatdon of that ldnd hins thus far bemn created in
moglands The agenay cornddnues that this serdoum hag yecently been fillsd by
$he Relbish Prime Minister, wio asid yosterdsy thab ha no made arvangsments for
fhe appoinimant of 4 comilzsion which will fale oure of the ubove, mdmr the
drection of Lord ielan (7)), the Aditish seprosentative with the Inter-iilied Com=
mdsuion for Ilnly, Thariks to Chuwchill, Oecat Sdiain will bewe hoy own ocomise
sion of enguivy into the tislto, That iu the nth proof of British dmpudencs
Ay,
17 -4 l“ ,J
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Undstaqd,

EUROPE'S IMPERILED ART

When the United Nations lroops
mmarch | moross Burdpe on the finul
stages of their jonrney they mgy corty
with them maps showing where huild-
ings with a historic or urtistic Intereat
pre located and where paintings and
other culturnl treasures pre likely to be
{ound., So much Ia indivated, though
not precisely stated, In the annolinces
ment of a commiltes tarmed by the
American Council of Learned Bocloties
under the chairmanship of Dr. William
Hell Dinsmeor of Columbia Univeraity.
Tie committes has been in exiatence
mince January, working guietly and not
pukting out U ‘rﬂunm informa-
tion. Vi L I

The nature of its probiem 18 obvigus
enough, It 8 alao abvious thal the
problem has militacy &8 well 28 artistic
phanes, How much I8 & museum or &
cathedral worth in terms of buman life,
if that guestion his to he answered?
Shall such an edifice be bombed | or
shelled if it happens to adjoln & rallway
station or fortificd point? Or ghnll in-
fantry flow around iL at greater human
cost? We don't suppose Dr. Dingmoor’'s
commiltes wanls to BBY, but the gen-
erals will wizh all the information they
cin get. Another anpect of the gubject
{8 the discovery nid ilentification of
1ooted works of art. The Nazlg ina
| thoussnd years wonld create nothing
worth crogsing the street to ook at,
put as thicves they show somae dis-
orirination,

One thinks of mll the centurics of
Eurcpe: the Romanesgue, the Gothde
and the Henpizgance; the builders (of
Hotre Dame snd Chartred the genius
of stonecutters flowering in the dey s
work; the painters of roligious ecstasy
and tavern vulgarity; the maaterless
men who pilled their noble trmdes in the
shadow of tyranny and War; the young
who dreanied dreams, the old who saw
vigions; the passion and revolt which
expresaed themaelves, not in blond But
in creation; the growth of & mnjestic
gontinental eulture through slow gen-
arations, out of multitydinons - lives,
Thig is the foundetion on which the
future will have to he bullt, The future
will b surer If the vigible ohjecls re-
ain, D, Dinsmoor gnd hiy colleagues
‘un play &3 significant & role as the
“imerals do,

u_ e ———
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Friday, Assast <0, 1945.

U. S. GROUP IS NAMED
TO SAVE EUROPE’S ART

| Commission Headed by Roberts
to Help Salvage Monuments

WASHINGTON, Aug. 20 UPi—
| Establishment of en° Ametican
commission for the protection ani
-|salvage of artistic snd higtarie
f|monuments in Europe, under the
_{chrirnanship of  Justice Owarn J.
o |Roberts, wos announced today by
the State Department. Recovery of
art chjects from Axis leaders who
hive appropriated them also s
y|among tha functions of the oem-
mission,

The commission will cooperate
with similar groups in other coun-
Lrics, the announcement said.

wihe appoiniment of the com=
«|mission ig evidence of the ooncer ).
“lfelt by the United States Govern-
_|ment and by artistic and leprned
gircles. in this country for the
snfoty of ‘artistic Lreasures in
Europe, placed in jeopardy hy the
war." it continued.

in addition Lo Justice Robects,
the commissitners areg:

Duvid . Finley, direclor of the
Natinnal Galléry and member  of
the Commission of Fing Arts, whao
is vice cheirman,

Huntington Calrens, pecrelary-
Lronsurer of the Mational Gullery
as woll 88 of the commission.

Herbert H. Lehman, divector of
foreign relief and rehabilitation
opérationa,

Archibald MacLeish, Librarian of
Congress,

Dir. Willinm Bell Dinsmoor, prs-
ident of the Archeclogieal Inutifute
of America.

Dr, Francis Henry "Taylor, direc-
tor of the Metropolitan Museuni,
president of the Association of Art
Mugcum Directord,

Dr, Puul J. Sachs, genopigte di-
rector of the Fogg Museum af

Fine Arts of Harvard Untversily.
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These Notes will not o gl at ali witn aaeums,

mljr;w;ed, - otner collectlions = lice XNB 003t of

Fd
'

thegre 4re clozed to the puollie and tne/Lugortaat
plalfidacripts, etc.

v
wWorks of. art/fron them, a3 s&lao frod ascy churcnes

and othepipdBlic baildin iy QAVE DBED Btored 1

aneltays for fearwf boa d;mﬁﬁe. It i1s ualisely

Laat g 15e near future lL.WLlL O POssible to frug X
a3 and Lrensport HECEBB 18Py L0 bring ek the

obtects sad reopena tne YXSELEQARZAX musedams.

The EKaklaoming Moauueaty nelltioney mast of
ieceszalty be o0nly thHe Tuat sdrgalflennt ﬁﬂu the
gelection madat ze a muLtér Qi ifavas s VUdEmerit,
Thyse who nuve the Lac!laation to prowl ror
tosmselves will find tas L3y endrenas, otperwiae

Juilfcor'sat from aa = polat of view,
One of Lhe




Saving Man's Landmarks

WI’[’I-]UUT finfire nocommitiee of the American
Councll of Learned Sotictlia Is working on
plans to salvage Europe’s: nrt and Iis culturnal
tanpibles, which the pinzls have sacked or scat-
tored, ond 1o collaborate with the American govs
ernment to sprra Bod shelter ertistlc herllages,
wherever possible, as the Allles close 1n on Europe
by alr ond Innd,

gumner Croshy of Minneapolls, nssisfant pro-
fessor at Yale and president of the Collcge Art
assooiution, is one of the tommitice of 10, It s
Spiroviding our povernmenl with inforoation ahout
Europran gitles nnd OTCAs which contain nrk g
:J!!}Pr-rlr':'.T trensures, and his prepared o list’ of
:'nmmrn-rr- of muscum siaffs who are in the armed
morvico. and mighl help preserye those: LICABUTCS
ffrorn owar dRmage,

Certainly nobody wints to sed the artistic pos
gossions of Europe desiroyed, and the commities
5 going about lis toak In the right way when it
offcrs its own knowledge and refources quistly 1o
the povernment, Instend of 1aunching publle ap-
peals. Certalnly everybody wants Lo see the Nazl
despollation of FEurppean arlistic treasures 0S
wholly undone as possible. :

Sanipyand enid—

“Thoar 1who eannnl remember the past ore

eondemned (o repent il

For this peazon man saves and cherlshes samples
af the culture of the past and learns, by studying
them, ta build o brighter, finer present and future.

The committee 18 performing not only an
gesthetie service but a utiliiarian one by its work.
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Yasnington-Landon

[taly File
from detor T, Blzer, 18

From Ravages of War

‘New U. S. Agency Given Task
Of Salvaging Art Treasures

By titeepelinmal Newer Serules

The Stale Pepartment 1ast night |with —similar groups: from other
announced that president Honse- countries for Lhe preservalion of
velt has approved establishment of| the acte and historic records of
a special Ameriean art commission’ the Old Waorld. {
in save and salvape 1he 1'l'|k'-lﬂl‘i‘-’.‘| It will alf in falysging anid n:-'l
{reasures of Europe {rom the rav- |5torlm! 1o the lawlul owners such |
spes of lolal war. ‘objecty uf have heen appropriated

The comniission also alynifies the | by *he Axis
intentinn of 1he United Stalcs that|  The commizsion will work closes
al the end of military pperatlons |1y with the appropriate branches
| public propertics seized by the AXIS | of the State and War Departments.
powers in their drive toward world | In nacition to Supreme Court
|r.nn-:1uc-.~l Yhall be restured. The | Juslive Owen D. Ruberts, who is
|5I{1‘ie Dapartmatit declaed: | ehais nm!rm&-ﬂ:ru Bivid

s expected Lhat The mmmi:.i;' . Finiey director of the National
sian will uge its good ofiices townrd | =T Art, yice chairman, an a
this end and will ndvoeale iﬂ-‘iﬂ,mmu"m,,n Calrnes cerelary
that, where it 1% nol possible (o ru—1l - - irnes, V-

g reamrer of the gallery, ithe gnmi

ctore such property, either beeause | post, with Lhe conmnission.
it has been destroyed or cannot e Olaer members of the COIMTIES-
found, vestifution shall be l'lll-idl.']hl.hn are Foreign Reliel and He-
in kincl by thie Axis poWeIR Ly thet hibilitabon Director  Heihert 11
couniries frowm whiich property has | Lehman Librariin ol onEress
peen loken” \ ATehihaid MacLeish, Mresident Wil-

vihe commission, it s nnl.irll-mmmfﬁ of the Arche-
pated, will also Urge that restiiu- ToReAT Tnsliiie America: D
ilon he maode 6f private property reelor - Francls ‘Henry Tayloc, of
appropristed by the Axis natlons.” New York s Melropaliian Museum,

Tha group, b was explained, will and De. Pai! J. Sachs associate
function under the United States  dirvectos of ihe Fogg Museum ol
Crmevernment  and in conjunction | Fine Arls, Harvard Univige I? o

R e
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® French Protect
Art Treasures
From Germans

¥
LONDON—Three of the world's
reatest ard trepsures—ihe MMonn
it tho Winged WVictory and the
epn 0 Milo—nre sale from the
Ceninans because only & handiul
«f men ¥now thelr hiding  placed
Commonder Clauds  Schefler,
cirtiter - of the French National
Musehms, who i now in London,
vocontly expressed  hls  egmiviction
it thesn and other works of ot
will 'mever | be LWrned over (eo e
Poigls dnee the sccret of where
they are hidden is so well-tnnrded,
Authorides of  the Louvre onid
uther French museams worked for
yinry before the war on plany o
comove the most valusble palnt-
g, elstues  nnd  archeologicnl
puoees. ¥irsk the Deusures  wore
prolected  from: bominng nnd  Ben
i Mhe Germoan | fnyvasion
Leohardod Mona Tdba  ws, for B
Limie, Concesled o Picds and | luter
Wi thdten o 8 stcret plnce miies
itom any town o villsge
1L meay bHe vearyd,  Commpador
Hihelier predicted, before art ob-
$ecta frodm Franch private collee-
£xoma aud smaller mseuma, which
e been looted by the enemy;
faly he  recovered, At futhorktics
fiero soy that Frince wWill rely on
ko Allleg to forca CHe Cermpns to
frapy such articled or  surrentder
others  of  equivlent value from
their own o pusewgns, - An | Aled
cominlenon, establihed (o plan [the
restorntlon of Europian: mseums,
fis Iudicated that it mny follow
surhs 6 proccdure.

NAZIZ ADD TROBLEMS

Wenlthy German oificinls, have

turthier ecmplicated the problem by
buying  old masters  fur  cadh,
Oromrands Mindster Ponl Joscph
Goebbels ond Mol Hermnnn
Gooring, a Parisian art expert who
recintly aroived in Stockholm snid,
Deve lnvesbed heavily Sin. printings,
il of which bove been shipped to
Switiérlnnd for safckosning.
T, Cochbels woas exid! to . hovg
pak D000 dollere for an Kl Creco.
okriigr, Teports say, hog speclal-
wod In Ficnsso canvases, buying sl
pf therd ovallable on tho Freoch
markel The Laftwalfe' chief rp-
Pty wns the adetm ot one OF the
many lonseries which  abuumd  on
tlie  Purls narket, the oxperg re=
yenli)l, Cioering ordered’ the arreit
of w denler for selling im & Spurt:
Wits Pieasso, but the gealer fled o
Spain

Althicuprh the Nagls -hnve stolen
aigry v luable phjtols from Fragce
noiervers here beliove thnat Puhm:i
el prove o blgmer pooblem Lo ooy
rommission pttempting o reslote
art Lrewonres to fhelr ownera. Thire
the Geronge huve oot ondy loopted
frut alestroyed archives &0 COb-
pletely  fhat oven the suthorities
=il Bk nable o trace Lhe praoperky,

Bomne of The less' foimous Enro-
penn paintings, Mr Boheller boe
fievis, ey tow  be  in  Americn,
sold by the Germane to Bwiss or
Spnnih denlers and vesold to pri-
vabe oollectors, No© Amerlean mu-
gemmn woulidl  purchuise @ famomis
work of nrt bocouse thelr curntors
woith) Lknow thelr rlghifal pwners
{art treoures are thoroughly cabi-
tomued ! and wouldl reallae that the
alyjects hiad been stolen by the Gir-
mMans.

— N e am wm wm
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1. Alteptlon i3 cslled te yosur letter ¥G3-619.3, duted
19 Jot., 1943, ferzariing a letter to ¥r. ¥eniay from
Devid %. Finley, Vice-Chilrwea: of the Americai
romalsalen for *he Zrotaction and Salvige of Arilat.c
and Histarle Meaguments 14 Europa.

2. Tae copny of a perasnsl lettar te Y. Finley,
yrtached nerete, is submitted fer flile ina tnls
caanectlien.

Charleas . Spafferd
Cel. G3C
Chief Stafi Offlcer.
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Military Government Section DST/ jm

MGS=619.3 19 October 1943

- : ..-E_-‘-:\
1 - *S
SUBJECT: Monuments and Fine Arts Iq A

943

Sy

= i
\ I

PO : H.Q. AMG, C.M.F.”
H.Q. AMG, 15 Army Group

vy 1 -
| -'.'f_":‘..-":"_.,_,-r"'

-~
ST P——

l. The attached copy of a letter from Mr. David E.
Finley, Vice Chairman, The American Commission for the
Protection and Salvage of Artistic and Historlo Monuments
in Europe, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D. C. to
the Assistant Secretary of War, dated 29 September 1943,
is forwarded to you for information.

2., The letter is self explanatory and it 1s not
intended to issue new, or to amend existing, directives
on these matters.

. S. TACKLING
Lt., Col.,

e
FRaT

Copy to: A.M.G. (P)
HeQe: A0, 2
Lt. Col. Parkman 5&(1(}
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
Smithsonlan Institution
Washingbon, D. C.

September 29, 1943.

Dear Mr, McCloy:

The conguest of gielly confronts the Unlted Natlons with

the rusponsihility for the cuetody of many of the world's

greatest masterpleces of architecture, painting and sculpture.
During military operations doubtless some of these have been
dsmaged, destroyed, Or jooted. AS Vice=Chalrman of the Amerloan
commission for the protection and Salvage of Cultural and Historic
Monuments, I would llke to call to the attention of the War

Depar tment the urgent necessity of determining the demage end

loss that bhave occurred toworks of art in Sicily.

The Italian Covernment, in the course of many years, has
compiled a 118t of the important artistic monuments in each
province. A COPY of this list was deposited with the Bureau of
Fine Arts in Romse, and another copy wasb in the Office of the
Superintendent of Fine Arts in each province. A 1ist of Medieval
and Renaissance art {n Sicily should therefore be in the possesalon

5 ntendent of Medieval and Modern Art in Palermo, and
be in the possession of the
Furthermore, each

institution or private ks of art are listed

is glven & government g these works of art

as they.appear on the records of the Bureau of Fine Arts. It
would seem, therefore, important for AM.G. to secure the coples
of the inventories on deposit 1in Palermo and Syracuseé, if they

are available, and to arrange to have these inventories checked a8
aspon as possible against the works of art that have survived. It
{s supgegested that the inventories be checked DYy Ttaliens familiar
with the artistic monuments of Sicily under the direction of

some member of A.M.G. The following Itallans might be of %?Eiﬁ*

in this work:

Superinten

Catania, Prof. 1ibertini, Director of Museum
Palermo, Prof. Gabrioci, Former Director of Museum
Palermo, Prof. Iole Bovio, Director of Antiquities
gyracuse, Sig. Carta, Museum of Syracuse

Full biogrep eologists and art historians
has been &en ; fenge Groupe.

If the Government inventory has been destroyed, the Itallan
Touring Club Guide and the recelpts of institutlons and jndividuals
will have to serve as the basis for a new inventory.

A report based on such an investigation would be very helpful
in discovering the amount of looting done by the Germans and others
and in helping the Armistice Commisslon to determine appropriate
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action st the end of the war. When this inventory of works of
art is made, a report on the physical condition of architectural
mopuments could also be noted. This would serve as a basis for
plans for any urgent restoration necessary to help to preserve
the great treasures of architecture that have survived the

devestation of war.

I am hopeful that this work can be begun in Sicily as soon
as possible. Other reglons of Europe will present similar
problems and the experlence gained in Sicily will be of immense
value. The steps which the War Department has already taken
to preserve works of art in the combal area will gain the
gratitude of every civilized person, now and in the future. The
suggestions I have mads will supplement what has already been
done and will, I belleve, indicate to the world the interest
taken by the United Nations in the preservation of cultural

treasures.
Sincerely yours,

/s/ David E. Finley

Vice Chalrman,

THE AMERICAN COMMISSION ¥OR THE
PROTECTION AND SALVAGE OF
ARTISTIC AND HISTORIC MONUMENTS
IN EURCPE.

Hon. John J. McCloy
Assistant Seoretary of War
Bar Departument

?‘fﬂﬂhillg‘bﬁﬂ, Di c'
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