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Subcomiission for Hontments Fine Artg and rehives

31 loxen 1944

amopandua So:  Kajor Pe Wald, M.F.A. s1id A Subcomnission, A.C0.

bject . lo¥ss on Archive Hepositori

Jnnesxe .4 is o series of Notes on the archive Tepositories I have
bean able Lo inspect or visili up wo dute. Ly opportunities for glbaupve—
£iom have, of ‘course, been limited but it ray be worth wihile to mentlon,

for what they wsre vordly, ore or o cmnc,l.m.m:".:n ywhieh augrested thenselves

to me.

(i) I visited wherover cosgihla the Provincinl or ouliex Coumissionsy
~11-1 found them all eppreciative of tho : special danger Lo aron 1.1.1' g and amdious
leln., T cite in perbicular iajor A mt_on, g lmediate action at Jonas=

-..rﬂni;:. iy pagard to the valunble spchives of the Huples Agusadun,

(di) Mt these Officers needed vios a list, ox ob l,.'mt olear indioa~
tions, of the things they are do wwired to protect: and I think that my
typed list, a.npllf ring the informn tion in repard o _-‘-._--1-._1;1.1..1.-;, viiich I hope
.-J..Ll gopesr in tie % nted lis i, mizht aultably be circulated to thus.

uderstanding o Lhe [

3i4)  LAnother thing whlch da needed is an
the Ttalian Officinls that they should have recourse
difiionity. Everyvhore I found lack of appreciation,
complebe ignorance, of this tacte

yoto AJCCs in case ol
anc in most oar

{:’w} I should like to cell nmrtir.ml. » attention to the ocases of Jaxl

and Potenun. At both these places St Archives {L@ ba starred ln the
--ri-m...i Liz-'.t) wore in r:\.m:r.ilu“uu'h; daripger and in uoth anpty rooms wer
availeble in the sone builddr bt in the second instonce, bectuda it waes

the 1maen m'J.uh it wes _'x'uim:sf;.--l Lo Hu ~.r . into the

+the doowments and not
would be able to

vacent opice, it scemed doubtful whathor the Comnissioner
toke ootlioln.

I put this point witih groat diffidenos, appreciating ny ovn snall
lmovledge of Lln., Lrn oticnl difficulties of the situntiony bub it struck me
that possibly there might be on aceasion an gverstressing of the inu ﬂltA
bility of the 4.1.1; accompli in roysnrd to 1

ronisidionad budldings.
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SG 314.8 30 vnrch 1944

Memorandum on
ARCEIVES VISITED

BARI

A. Provinciele di gteto. Mo damage by bombing but troops have for
some time bean billetted metuslly emong the archives. 1Mo complaints againat
the present oceumnts=--a company of H.E.--and their C.0. told me they wvere
most eareful; alao they could in scme cases (A3 their Serpgeant-l@d jor, who
asgeanpanied me round with the Archivist, agreed), board off sections of the
documents and help in other ways. BPut the troops have to mss continuously
amon;, larce sections of the documents, inflammatory stores are there, and
the position is in every way most undesirable. T reported the matter to the
Provineisl camnissioner, {olonel Vgnins, who hed slready been disturbed by
the situation and he promised to look 1nt¢ it personally and was confident
that he would be able to get ths troops wmoved into empty romms in the same
building.

A« Conunale. No trouble rejported.

Keelesiaaticsl. T called on the archbishop and saw also his Chenceller
ani the aArchivist of the Chepter. The Cathedral has been damajped by bombing,
T vas informed that the most valuable part both of the A.hrcivescovile and
of the p. Capitolare have been remocved to Castel del Monte but the remaining
documerts are in o rocm reachsd frem the Cathedral, vhieh T saw, it hasg bean
lamaged and the door is bloocked by debris inside. The Archivist wishes for
help to reach the window by laddars. T promised to report this to Colonel
Véning and did so.

- The 4. di S.Micola, which I visited, are safe, as T was 1nformad by
the head of the Chapter, pons. Vendemis, on whom I cilled.
(22/23 March 1944)

EENT?ENTU

(5 %:lf_
A« Storico Comunmle, (the older srchives of the Town), are sa f'o
the Museo del gtnnio with other docunmnts;ll&ﬁmzﬂ+i:ﬂtbﬂ history of the

Froviuce.
o

Fcelesiastical. The A. Capltolare, which ineludea the well-known
peneventan Codices, has been removed from the Cathedral to the Tibmry of
the Archbishop Chapter, where T saw theam lying unermanged. The Librarian
thelieved! that £ll were there. The A, Arclvescovile was in the #Casn del
Duome® which has been destroyed; and accoriing to the some suthority all

hod perished; this is not so, 2a I found en visiting the placu two large

-1 =
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cupbeards in sitk conta Ining & certain quentity of Registers with other
(non-archive) matter and twe more, similarly f£11led, in a "3cuola Cattolicaw
nearby. I sugge:ted to o custodian who shewed them to me th=t the fPirat tme
should be removed to the same pluce ag the last and that » look-out should
be kept when the ruins wers being cleared,

A« di 5.80fin. Sefe in Museumn, as ahove,

Note. A1l the above facts were communicnted to the rovincial
Conmissioner, Mg jor armatrong, who Informed me in addition that,
having learned that troops had been billetted in = building at
Pontelendolfo in which the Archives and Library of the Nanles fe-
guarium are deposited, he had written to the C.C. &8 letter (of
which you have & copy) warning him that he would be responaible for:
their safety.

(10 Mareh 21944)

CAPUS

A. Comunale. The part of the pMunieipal Fuilding containing these
i has been destroyed by bombing. Visited, and sugeested to custodian thet
i some cdocuments might be found among the ruins and thut & look-out should be
j kept for them. Thers were in faet fragmentary indications.

Eccleasiastical, WVisited and yas informed by the R.?. Mmternostro
that Cathedral Archives (presumably both 4. Vescovile and capitolare) were
sefe, having been moved by him to the Seminarioc. 7T pointed out that some
Registers (presumably rart of the A.Perrocchinle) were still lying in the

B ruins of the Cathedrsl and he promised to attend to this,
s (15 march 1944)

CASERTA
A. Provinciale di Stato. Not yet vigsited; reported safs.

A. del Falezzo Reale. Safe and in reesonsbly geod condition., The
: custodian reports no trouble,
j (15 Merch 1944)

iy 3815

ke Trovinciale di Stato. Padly damaged by bombins and same of the

Archives destroyed. The Provincial Government hes walled up the undemaged

part, in which had been placed nlso documunts resened from the damared por-

i tion, and 8ll remaining documents, including the important A. dells Nogana
U delle Pecore, are at present inaccessible. T visited with the Arch iviat,
9ig. Vozzn (who i living at Lucera) and interviewed slso the vpreaidente

® This statement of the position relative to the A.di Stato in gener:l and
the Archives of the Dognna delle Pecore in particular, thoush accurate acecord-
ing to what was told me by Sig. Vozzan, conflicts in some respects with

i the Mewmorandum of Major Werd perkins deted 22 Jan 4l and should be cheched.

.
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del consiglio®, and it was agreed that if transport could be obtalned the
Lrchives of the Dogana ought te be axtracted and removed to the nezione
del A. di Stato at Lucers ﬁ;;v.} 1 reported =11 this to the Provincial
Sammlssioner, Colonel gndrews (whose office {5 in the same puilding), and
instructed the srchivist to apply to him.

E{:clegiﬂstical. 1 called on the Bishop and saw also his cheneellor
who shewed me the a. VYescovile (modern) and explained that the early Archives
are at th QFthE%F%} at TROLs (Umited Diocesa) and Are safa, T visited the
A. Capitolore anic are nt present safe in a8 kind of sacristy cpening from
the stalls in’the damaged cathedral; the roof of this 18 desmaged and I Tre-
commended their removs 1.

(21 wmreh 1944)

LECCE

e Provinciala di states. I vigited with the archivist (Sig. Cotals
who informed me that the older documents (including motarial Archives and
various depoaits) are in safety at S. Cesario, where they ore regmlarly
viasited. His own rrchives Building is in good condition and he hag moved
or is moving the mMOre yalusble documents from the upper floors. Mo trouble
in regard to troosS. T reported all this to the Commissioner, WA jor Turner-

Collesa.

peclesinstical. CA thedral (end archives) reported undamaged. I did
not vislt.

(24 werch 1940

LUCER=

gezione del A. PTOV. ai stato. T visited with the Archivist (see
above FOGGIA), Who Té€ ported uo trouble.

A Hotarile Uiatrattﬁle, visited with the Archivist. NO trouble.

L. Storico Comunele, In spibliotech comuna le®. visited with the
Librarien, 5ig. Gifuni. No trouble. a4
(20 wareh 194k) 481

M TR

i. Notarile Distratfgle. 1 viaited, but, it being Sundey. the Archiv-
{st could not be found. AN rricial at the Ralazzo del rribunale, which is
partly in occupation by troobs, took me round and agsured me that the Archives
ware all safely locked up in yvarious rocmsg though they had been removed for
gome reason, in one cnga at least, whieh I aaw, from their plices. I Té-
ported to the Comnissioner, colonel Mccaflrey.

(26 warch 1944)

NAPOLI.

See separate memOTH ndum.
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SG 314.8

OSTINI

Ecclesiastical. I wisited the Cathedral in passing and, in the
abgsence of tne Chancellor and Archivist, vas assursd hy & member of the
Chapter that all wes well. T saw the A. Parrocchiale in the Sacristy.

(24 March 1944)

POTENZA

A. Trovincinle di Stato. These have suffered badly. T visited them
with Sig. Tommaso Pedio, & young magistrate who, as I understand, was asked
by the provincial amuthorities to do what he could, he having some previous
knowledge of the Archives though not & member of the Staff'. The Archivist
was believed to be in Naples. The Archives (which are in the mulszzo della
Biblioteca), have suffered first from plundering by the Germans, then fram
banbs, which have broken the windows, then from irruption by allied troops,
and finally by the requisitioning of other rooms in the building (empty at
present) which might have served as a temporary plece of deposit for docum-
ents. I reperted all this to the Provincial Commissioner, Major Nicheolsa,
and slso told Sig. Pedio to write s briefﬁacncunt for the Commissioner, of
which T asked the latter to send me = copy. Major nNichols promised ts do
what he could end I hope it will be poassible to let Siz. Pedioc have the use
of the empty rooms or, failing this, to help him to get the vindows Filled
upf’ Viten T saw the place snow had drifted in and was lyinz on the top of
game of the volumes. I had unfortunately little time at my disposal.

e’
A. Notarile Distretiple. T visited these very briefly with the
Archivist in charge and sawMhat all yvas well.

(27 march 194))

N
3813
TARANTO
A. Provineiale. There is not a Sezione of the a. di stato here but
I was informed at the offices of the Province that nothing was wrong in re-
gard to their (modern) Archives. T was also given to understand the same in
ragard to the Comune.

Fecleainsticel, I saw an officinl of the Cathedrsl and was informed
that the Archives there were all right.

(25 March 1944)

TRANT

A. Provinelale di gtato. T cslled here in passing end, though I was
unable to inspect in the absence of the Archivist, was told that all was well,

Ae Notarile Diafret$ﬁla. These are in another part of the same
building os: the praceding, ﬁ%mr the Cathedral., T visited with a like reasult.

Feelesinastical, The Oathedral is under extensive remair by the Tta-
lizn Ministry of Works., T was told by & custodian that the Archives (preserv-
ed; Y gatharedj in the lower churech) were safe,

(21 nmrch 1944)
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