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e HEADQUARTERS
: ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION
APO 394

subcommigsion for lonuments, Fine Arts and Archives.

2003.,/3/VEFAL 13 June 194L.
SUBTECY: Heport on Objects prrperted—to—have boey Stored
on the Oltremare Fair Grounds, Naples.

D e ‘Jﬂ ] :
TO . ~ Subcommission for MNonuments, Fine Arts anda Archives,

*tleadquarters, ACC.

o Than $tlreom ndsydns

1. Keference report on above subject by lajor Gardner,
! . A
8 June Lh.

the

5. Gince a/m report does not include/positive evidence -
first-hand and hearsay - which, by chence, I am able to Supply,
T have thought it not inappropriate to submit the following.

3, During the days 16 liay - 1 June L4, I was a patient
in the L5 Genl. liospitel, U.S. Army, 1located in the Fair Grounds
or at least in buildings adjacent to them (ref. Pianta di Citta'
di Mapoli, editore "Il Porto", liapoli, 1940, Tav. 1, square 17 -

g Tst. del lotore and - Bldg. A of Hospital - & structure opp. to
the 5, perhaps not shown on map).

. L. Shortly after my arrivel I visited the Hed Cross I'e-

; creation room in the basement of Bullaing A of the 45th, where I

|’ noticed a proup of exotic furnishings which, having heard of the

¢ reputed presence in the Fair Ground buildings of remainders of
Ethnographical exhibits, I at once took to be from that source.
vrom speaking to the young lady (Amer.) in cherge, whose name I
aid not ask, I learned the following: Someftime after the Hospil-
tal took possession, a Col. or L. Col. cal ed?attenticn to a
npile" of turniture etc., some of which he thought coulo be turn-
ed to cood use by the Red Crass and gave her garte Blancheg to se-
lect tor the use of her hall what she wishea. The objects I had

! Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND HNo.

7 50 2\

seen were the results of her aselection. The identlity of the officer
peferred to can be learned, I am fairly sure, from the lady in ques-
tion. Vhat had happened to the remainder of the pile either she did

say or I do not remember.
2410

5., Ixpecting en officiasl inspection by responsible and more

competent persons, I made no inventory or detailead inspection of
the objects I saw, nor can T now describe them adequately. About

a dozen pieces sre involved, among which I recall some tom-toms OT

kettle-arums, stools, benches - the latter having been probably
reworked to serve their present use.

6. I likewise spoke of the matter to Capt. Eppa Hunton iV

MaC, Adjutant of' the llospitel. As 1 recell, he substantially con=-

(1)

" e
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firmed what I hed learned from the Red Cross lady concerning the
origin of the #@thnographical objects in the basement of building
4. He refgered, turther, to & visit mede in the hope of locating
{ormer Nostra exhibits, by &an Ttalian, whose name &t the time he
only vaguely remembered, wamAdeo”" 1s the sound he remembered: 1t
must heve been either Dr. Omodeo or, more probably (see para. 3,
'aj. Gardner's report), Lr. Amedeo MaiuriJ)Capt. Hunton had allow-
ed his vieitor full opportunity to cearch the builaings of the
liospital and had accompanied him 1in his gearch, which, as far 883
T recall, did not reveal what’ was being looked for.

74#. Nelther witness mentioned Classical objects - elther
those nemed in para. 3 of Najor Cardner's report om the reliefs
from N. Africe recently spoken of by Major Ward Perkins.

¢ #. Recommendations.

a. That the Red Cross Lady end Cept. Hunton be oficially #
visited and asked to repeat their evidence. Both seemed quite |
willing to cooperate further. !

b. That, with the permission of the above, the objects |
in the Basement of Bldg. A be examined and inventoried, preferably

in the presence of Prof. Begulnot.

Respectfully submlitted.

Beeacd Al

Bernard M. Peebles
¢ Staff Sergeant
: Chief Clerk, MFAA 8/C
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i & DOUARDIR 5
REGION 3, ALLIED QONTROL o0l 510H
A.¥.0. 394, U, S ARNY

ik - 15 g June 1944
sy Rd 20T Report on (Jbjeots jurported o nave been Jtored

on the Dliremire sair Orounds, fHrples.

TO . Subcommission for vonumenls, pine hrts and jrchives,

[lﬂlll{lu’i rLE ]. E‘L ] J"L":".: » 'I'. & I - n - :?{j‘fl -

et “The Ollremarec cxhibition was appurenﬁly g purely fasclist
venture. 4th the collanse of fagcism, the wxhibitlcn we3 1:ft with-
out supervislon oOr even proper police guard. the various buildings
oni the grounas nave been occupled by fpmerlcan Army Hogplital ingtal-
Lations since Jevober 1945. fhere huve Lesh geveral ohanges of the
ooCUpPYLNE units.

5. 1n hecember 164%, the grounds were visited by the under=
gigned with Ny, lulgl Penta, 4 former secrelary of the archeologleal
sgotlion, in &n attempt to find objects purported TO nuve been atored
there. Ir. Penta talked with a formex custodian of the administra-
tion buillaing, who WaS then actling as interpreter for the hogpital
units, but without results., At this time the Trefect of Xaples wis
gongidering appointing & liquidating comulssioner 1O close out the
effects of the sxhibition. This sppolntment Was made 1ln January,
an AVV. francesco capglietta, and Dr. Fenta was referred to him 10
coonerate in rexzoving any collections. 1t is understood that Dr. .
Fentie never suoceeded in Locating anythlng. ZQU{"',

5, An april 1944, br, Amedeo naturi, woyal 3uperintendant of
antiguities, wrote this office concerning the archeological material
1eft on Lhe grounds snd noted a group of sculpture frow the huseum
of. Durazzo, excnvated at putrinto, and & collection of sardinian

snd Roman DronLes, coins, arms and cogts from the Mugeud of Cagliari.

4. Pnat month the Lxhipition was visiteda with Dr, vaiurl and
an assistant who had gupervised the placing of parte of the archio-
logical collection in the pegement of the administration puilding.

This building 18 now the headguarters ot the z2lst ﬁaneral'ﬁoﬂpital.
Absolutely nothing was found in the storercoms end enlisted person-
nel who claimed to have been there sinoe Dotober 1Y43, stated that

there wes notning in the basement when they arrived. 1t was further

B S0 2N
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stated that United Stutes Arwmy ingineers were worklng on the build-
ings when the hospital units arrlved,

5, Through the kngineer Section of PH3, a Lt. Rose, form-
erly of the 40th Knglnevers whicn was then a 5th Army unit, was lo-
cated., He stnted that he and his outfit started work on the Falr
grounds bulldings on October 5 1943 and that no storage deposits
were seen, This work centered on the present administration bulld-
ing where archeolopilosl material was supposed to have been left,
It. Rose stated that this bullding hod been completely looted, all
doors and windows werc missing and practically nothing was found in
the building. Thia was confirmed by other Englineer offlcers.

. Other requests to locate materizl supposed to have been
left on the Falr Grounds have c¢nme from:

4. Prof. I, Beguinot, Director of Hoyal Oriental Unil-
versity liorary; for bibliographical zna ethnographical material
on Africa.

b, Lt. Col. &. Galante, ltalian Army tedical Corps;
for bibliougrephiocsl wateriul on tropical diseuses, 24{}1

None of this has been found to date,
7. 1t is understood that bdr, lLuigl rentn is the only per-
son who cun furnish couplete lists of archeological material in

guestion. gvery effort os being aade to secure this list from
nim gl it will then be forwarded to add to this report,

for the Regional Jomuissioner:

Faui Gardner,
wajor, AUL,
Replonal "ne Arts Officer.

i
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I{QU ACGC = AP0 jgll'
guboomm. for MFAA

23 April L

Dear Major Cerdner:

with the subject o
gtand that you are

T em sending you herewith some papers dealing
£ the Mostra delle Terre d'Oltremare; as I under=
faking ection in this matters.

As you vill see, these were sent to me by Lieute Grottanelli,
one of the Itelian Tiaison Officers with A.C.C. at Salerno, vhom T lenow
glightly. The Lieutenant is, inoidentelly, Secretery of the Itelilan
Institute of Anthropologye I showed the papers %o Major De Weld, viho
asid that we ghould txy and find out what had happened to the missing

exhibita.

T, therefore, went over to Tuorigrotta, where 1 spoke to &
nunber of Officers connected with the o25th Hospitel and other Ameri-
can medical units gtationed there, who abauved me that 1ittle or nothing

of the materisl remaine
assepel which no

exhibition.

d, and, indeed, VeIe only sble to show me one

doubt had belonged o the Bast African part of the

Late last week I was approached by Prof. Beguinot, Direttore
of the Re Istituto Universl texrio Orientale, and arrenged with him to
protte on April 25th to meet there Lieut. Schmoke,
Adjutent of the Area, a3 well as a certain anlvatore Grandl, who hz,i vk
been one of the custodi of the Jxchibition, who 1t was thought migl 'tLU 2,
able to provide some Tnformation about the missing objectse

go over 1o Fuoril

1 am exbremsly sSOX¥y if what sotion I have taken has in any
way affected or dmnaged your oW plens in the mtter, and hope you will
be good enough to accept my very humbilest apologies for what has

pcourreds

Incls:
1-Lte Grottanelli %o Capte Croft=
Mwray 7 Ape b ( 1687/1P)
3=Translation of Inal Ze

Yours sincerely,

Bwari Crfs Ay

Captaine.




UTFICIO DI COLLEGAMENTO
coOll LA CONMISSIONT ATLLEATA DI CONTROLLO

ZALERNO

. 1687/LP
salerno, April Tth 1944

Dear Captain Croft-lurray,
as agreed upon by Lt.Col., T.V.

Capt. Croft-liurray
Tonuments and Tine Arts Sub-Com.

ACC - Advanced [Ech.

Smith, I forward to you a letter

by the Leglo Isiltuto Universitario Orientale, along with the
rather bad translation of the same, which T hope you will be

able to understand.

I shall be very grateful if you will let me know what you caf

io on this matter.

¢ ericlosured

/ ﬁﬁhéé%:q

T, V. GROTTANELLI
Ilti ] fLI"t;'f
Liaison Section

Zguﬁ
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HEADQUARTERS
REJION 3, ALLIED CONTROL COMAISSION
JHI-F D 39&-, U . Ej - .1PTIF

15 April 1944

L

SUBJECT: Passes for entry to the Oltremsre Grounds,

TO : The Surgeon, P,B.5. (Thru FBS Lisison Officer, Hg AcC)

le 4 section of the Oltremare Exibition, whose grounds are
now occupied by & military hospital, was made up of important classi-
cul art collsections from the State wuseums of Durazzo, Butrinto, Ca-
gliari and private sources,

2, These collectiocns ere still on the grounde and in order to
provent any further damzge to them, it 1s important to remove them Lo
place of salety.,

3« In order to supervise this remo¥al, the Royal Superintendent of

Antignities has csked that passes authorlzing entry to the Ultremare

grounds be issued to Dott, Luipi Penta, Secrstary of the Archaeologlcal
section, Dott. H. Orleco, decrctury of the Ethnographlcal Section and to
Sip. Giulio Formati, employee of the Superintendency.

For the Heplonal Commissioner:

O.W. CAYPBELL
C—ﬂptaiﬂ, AUS F]
adjutant o
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