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HEADGITARTERS ALLIRD CGMISSION ok
APO 394 08ftg
LABOR SUB-0OMMIBSION

SUBJRCTI Palerso Rlot of 18 Ogtebar 194l

0 I Gole JoeRe Bmith, Acting Director

1a  Thir report 16 made independently of othar reports whieh may
be submlittnd by other membera of the party cent to Palermo, Sicily, on
21 Cot bl for the purpose of investigating ths causes of the riot
allegedly provoked by labor unreast.

2, The sourees of information contalned heresin are the result of
Bany personal contacte made with oitisens of Palermo. Thase contacts
vars unofficial and Inoluded mombere of the polive, the Allied Foreas,
bank employees, sucieipal employees, politiczl party leaders and nrovine-
ial labor office percenrcel.

3¢ The main cause of the riot seemp to be of an economic sharscter,
rathor than political, 0Good Judgment on the part of the civil authorlties
could bave eanily avolded the tragic denoument.

%, The crowd, composed moetly of bank snd municipal smployess, had
Bat at Plazra Cantelnuove and moved aorons town, on Vip Maqueds, for the
purposs of preesnting 1¢s grievancer %o the High Coumisslionsr for Sipily,
Nr. Aldiato, wvho was not in Palerse at tha time.
The body was intersetsd in the solution of following problems!
& Inorease in the ratiom of lread fo 300 or MOD l‘]‘ﬂ..lﬁ{li
"
LR
by, Frergstie control of pricms. Eg
€. Flimination of blseck market speeunlstian,

d. BHettor nay.

5. Om it pourse to the Prefettura building, the body wvns swelled
by a large nuaber of minore, ranging from 12 yeare to 16 years of age, a
motley crowd of tattered, Usugh youngeters, vhose main setivity consisted
in petty theftn, pluping, oigaretts wvelling, ete. Thess boys, undisei-
plined and uvnruly, constituted themseives a noley vanguard of the proces=
slon, Arriving al the Prefetturs, armed with stieke gathered on the way




.'-_-l- [ i
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the boys esaw an exnellent chanes of tarning the affalr into a profitable
venture. As the crowd milled about, shouting for bread and Batter goverm-
ment, seme of them broke into a fev shope and precesded te lay thelr hends em

the marchandise.

6. Harrled offiecials, unable to cope with the situstion, sent out a
osll for help, snd unlits of the Itallan Army, "Sabspude® Division, vere
di epatohed to the scene. They arrived in o highly agltated condition, and
wara greeted with shoute of derivion, espeelnlly by the youngstera, who
balted the soldiers pnd threw g fow mienils, one of wvhich war construed to
be an "bomh".

7. The larger part of the crowd war stil)l more or less orderly, if
vocifereus., fome mies of "Down with the Govaranent®, "Long live a Sevarat-
ad 54c¢ily” and "Long live Copednism" were individusl expressions by some of
the people, and in no venese whatscever did they constitute ar drgantsed

effort by any Zroupe.

Bs The lieutenant in charse of the aoldiesrs did not wlve mny ordsr
"%0 firs uwpon the piouluce. This zot seasmp moat logliorplir tha rasult of a
nervoue roldlera who hnd bedn hit by & stone thrown by one of the unruly

younger elemsnt. it was, however, the spark for the gemeral firing whieh
followed, Sope woldiera ndeitted they heard no direet order, bl nssuned

oaid order bad bean glven.

G« Many of the people burt during the panic wvere victime of the
rush to get out of the way. They vere trampled and suffersd wounds of vary-
ing degree al the hande of the flesing orowd, rather than fronm the wasnons

of the Armed Farose, Lﬁ 5#“’

10, The larpe asount of ainores on the casuplty liots Eﬁli‘-‘l;ﬂrtﬂ to the nusber
of younguters vho had no businsse being on the wpot except for the opportuni ty
of pleking pockatn, Lreaking Into shope and generally engaging im deviltry.

11. ILife in the olty hes proarently returned t2 normal. The main
atracte are lighted at nlght, and soldlers patrol all key pointe, 1% iv my
impressian, Lovever, that this i# But the prelude Lo worss disorders and
disnffection of the pecpls towerd suthority. “he ordipary oivilian i in m
asoody freme of wind, FRe feols Sdolly 18 being AMecrininated agalnst and
neglected. Fe haw no falth in the present governuent., DllatSory actiom oo
the part of tho authoritiesa gt pll levelr im wnizying inte tha hands of the
ssparatinste and the comsunints, Both of vhon are making capltal af the
polition]l nseunition Being prosented to them, orastioamlly on a oilver platter.

12, Proant, intelligzent antion may sinimlze the nresent clluation.
Jthervisn, the Prlemmo riot may be the precursor of & sertes of disordars which
any seriously affect the pressnt governssnt and seriously embarrase the Allisd

war affort.

CLrX.
8/8gt. Uharlea P. Sofrisl, AUS
Labor Sub~lomnis# on
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Routing S11ip

Initisls T.Da'te |

Major BABCOCK
| lajor ALBRIGHT —
| ilajor SCICLUNA

Capt. LORJF

Capt. TOPLISS

| Capt. GIAILIARCO

| Capt. SOLENBERGER

kir. CROSETTO
L e, SACHS

- . DI FEDE
L. CERRITO

Chief Clerk
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