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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSICH

APO 394
Oommunications Sub-Commission HIWM /eq

DATT. UB 31th August, 1945

SUBJECT: Dott. Alfredo Donatull, ex Frovineiasl
Director Eolzano,

10 : Regional Commisseioner, Venezia Regilon
(Att: Major Ayreiujor Turner)

1. Please see appeal of the above to the
Italian Government,

2 What were the circumstances upder whlech
Dott. Donatuli was removed Irom office?

3, FKindly give your opinion as t0 whether
any immediate action in the mailierx is advigable,

or whether on the other hand 1% is o falr arrangement
to leave the matter to the Italian defasgietisatlion

conpilttee.

4. aage re denge a
(English translation may be roturned )

Mo il

H.H.SCUDPTDER,
1.t .Col.51g.0.
Director,

Enoclosure:
Ttalian correspondence with translation,

I

———
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Fromt¥inistry PP TTs

Aupust 19u5.
Ref. No. 258142/4257-Ae 22nd Augu

1st Class Provincial Dirextor

e et e BaYvanol « Dottes AlfredoiBonatutls.

We have recelved theeiml n:gﬂﬂgﬁ;iﬂengﬂtt.
or :
1st class Provincial Direc
ﬁ?iénfggﬁazzeﬂ ,Ewhn reg rets ‘;mving 'giee;n gg?DZ?dimwpiial
Commend, from hls positicn ©
ﬁ]?ﬁ!legrﬂph gservices of that pIo vincee.

tune to forward the
4 po as that Yyou
r 1t neceasary

We have deemed 1t opror

| ou for your informatlon,an
Eﬁ;tﬂﬁﬁfga t:E!F‘EG what action you may conalde

to be taken As refands the person 1n auegtlons

11 Direttore Ge neral e

B — . -

8003 s SStiel _ ,:,:ﬁ

Chiot Telfsgme
Chiat. Posta) . ——

7, ST INE

H Q. Come O — —— T
v & '
F'.HEI-- E‘hl‘r FH‘ S — \ ILHTF;J -!:;r-ﬂ
1 ._,.-_.--——-—-"-'.'-_.l o
Cangorahip ————— - f‘j“

e —— w—"

Ghial Clathbe— et 1 - |

1 L _-.-.-_——_—l-'-—|_l-__-

e R




7 CORLISSIONE ALLEATA
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Ocuirio Direstore Prov.le di I® classe & Bolzano
Dott,Alfredo Dongtutil. qgﬁ
st
E' direttamente parvenuto
a questo Mindstero 1l'unito esnosto documen
wato da parte del Direttora provinclasle di
1° ¢lesse &8 Holzanc Dott.Alfredo DONATUTI,
il guale =i dnole n{er egsere stato, dal Co
mnando Allegto, allontenato dalls direczione
dol serxrvisi postall ¢ telegrafici di aguel
la provincis. B
81 = ritenuto opportung di fa=r
Tar progegulre l'esposto a codegsta Commis
glone, sifinche ne ablLic concscenza e pos
86 fornire & queste Amministrazione le no_
tizie che »iterrd del oaso, sul conto de 1
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Tranalation ly C. Gagliardl.

Bolzano, 20th July 1945,

To: Ministry PP.TT.
Direzione Generale del Fersgonale
Romes

A few days after my letter Hp.191105 of
the 22nd June last with which I klndly requested you to efrect
my transfer to Palermo,& posltion that, notwl thgtanding the
exceptional period of emergency and danger, I accented 1in June
1943 and that which, however, having the anglo-gmeriocan landings
al ready started, 1 vas not allowed to reach, you having telegpraphed
me to suspend my departure and to consider the tranafer Aas
suspended, not revoked, the local Allled Command removed me
from the position of provinecial dlrector of Bolzano,stating
to have pood and sufficlent reasons for doing so,and which,
however,l do not yet know, nothing having so far been contended
of me verbally nor in wrlting.(attachment No.1).

I have only learned by direct informa tion
that 1t appears that an infamous charge has been made aralnat
me by three employees that ,as a reprlsal consequent to diseclipli-
nary actlon brought agalnst them, have provoked an abhorrent
congpiracy agalnat me with the adhesion signed by about &0
employees or arenva, in part already punished, or forced to
algn subsequent to threats made to them,

They accuse me of having 1lnflicted
exceaslve despotlc punishments and to have collaborasted wlth
the permang durl ng the occupatlon of thls province annexed
by them, from September 1943 to April last, to the german
territory with the consequent act!onsg of violence and oporesslon
of any 1tallan activity.

I gubmitted a report on the work carried
out during the above period to the Prefect and Commisslon of
Epuration, accompanying the copy for the last named with a4 letter
for the President (attachments 2 and 3)and I agaln affirm. to
you that the first accusation 1s totally unfounded &s regérds
the entity of the single punishmente and also as regarde the
number in comparison wlith the 700 dependants,about, in the pro-
vinece, also for the relapalnz of the npublshed, as also bDeciuse
I could not have not repressed the abuse of the employees and
apents whom by abandoning for a long time (Leing afraid of _
bombardments or with the excuse of sickness) the officee &hg)
Jolning thelr families who had gone into the mountalns, pro vVokync
complal nts from the chief clerks and sections that were contl nual.
ly complalining of the imposeil blllty to puarantee the servlces
under such conditions, though two of them (out of nine) who have
now, because alsc punished, Jolned the agpent Tancredl Glorsio

( see my letter (report) No.18.598 of the 12th June last) and other
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bad elements are the princlpal istipators of the 1lnfamous accusa-
tione.

But, indipendantly from thal, &nd though the be tter
part of the personnel had alwaye nctlced my uswal fatherly
benevolence, can an even tual excess of aeverlty congtl tute &an
elerment for epuration and a4 legltlmpate premlge to dimlss, ag &
eriminal, an officlal who always trled toO cuarantee,amidst the
excepti onal difficulties and dangers of the abovementioned
period, the services feor thls tortured italian population, andg
for our prisoners of war and workers 1n Germany? I have bebre
me a deliberation of the Sindaco of Kllan ag reparde the &abuse
of denunciations for epuration agalinst unwelcome offkclale and
turbolent and lﬂz.? elemente, and without comrenti ng same I am
enclosing a copy lattachment W).

I am aware, for example, that many after having
slgned the charpe Agal nst me are now repen tant ,and ag with much
diegpuet all the sound elements of the of fices of Bolzano and
province express thelr opinlon, but they cannot openly protest
for fear of reprisals &s, per example, the offlcer Glanotta
and the lst officer Campisl who hag already had to appeal to
the Prefect not to have to bear a transfer requested by some
111 intentl oned person solely becauge by stronpg arguments he
refused to adhere to the denunclatlone

As refarcs the accusatlion of collaborationlsm,
I would have considered same ag ridiculous if all my gtrength
of mind was not for the present beaten by the affront to see
myself so vilely insulted after having exposed myself to
repeated threals to send me to some cohcentration camp, by
the Command of the supreme commlssar of thls area, embl ttered
by the continual protestes whlch were reaching him from the
pogtal commlgsarg and nazl pndestﬂ.' of the province,for my
unceaging obstructional reactlon to any request of thelrs whlch
would have meant oppresslon of the ltallan personnel and choklng
of our services (gee pare 30 of attachment %) and the warnlngs
and threats of the kind were not only made to me direct, but,
more than once, notifled in the shape of hypoerit preoccupatlon
by the postal commigsars to my employees 8O that they advlae

me to chanpe my gyglem,

And all that working alone without any ltallan

authoritles vho could have stood ty me as the Prefettura, Questura,

Municipality, etce 2lc. Were entirely in the handa of the germAans
whilet the Republican Minietry was a sglave of tte nazi'd.

A1l the sound part of the personnel here and P the

province, many pro fessionals and of ficlal g of other adminlstrations

which knew of my work, many army officer 8 who having returned
from pri ener of war campa learned from their families what 1
had done, often also collaborating with the Red Cross to be able

to gpuarantee the postal servicee and the despatch of parcels for
them, exprese thelr disrust for the actlon apalnst me and comfort
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me with thelr estimation, because abtove any mlsery of 1life
standg the ccocnseclousness of my duty done and the estimation
of the honest., bBut what comfort is there in to win the
weariness of any force of mind, 1f taught to the maxlmum of
bearability, and to soothe the nerves 1f brought to guch a
nolnt of tenelon they Jump &8 1f rescinded by a clean cul

of the sclesorsl

I de not intend with thls 10 exalt my modest
work, elso becauge I have Alwave avolded angt sort of pelf
advertising: but I woulé have never dreamed of such A& grave
tngult by four scoundrels to whom with the varnleh of liberVy,
of democracy, of justlice has been given the poeslDbllity of
venti nz thelr lust of revenge, 88 alm I could not foreee
a gimilar epllopgue to 8lX YeaArES of gervice cArrled out heres

Trans ferred to Eolzano ln Jenuary 1939, 1 had
to at once arrange for the formation of the Provinclal Direc torate
with personnel of rather low cuality and turbolent sent here from
sther Directorates who, having recelved instructlons to
tranefer to Bolzano elements oY thelr personnel, got rld of
of the worst elements. The Central Inspector, omm,Fualtierl,
who accompanied me to seperate the gervices of thie province
from the Trento Direc torate from which they previously depended,
knows something on the question and the reports gent by me
during the firat years to you of trat Ministry exactly setl
oput that situatlion.

After Just a year the famous law on the optlon
of the "allogeni" and the evacuation of those who opted for
Germany placed me in tne necessity of substituting in about a
month 500 employees between permanen t personnel , rec el vers,
supplentl , ruml sents , collectore, procaccia wlth preclse
tnstructions from the Prefect to avold, for understand4al le
political reasons, 8ny sugpenslon of services which the "alogeno
population would hav e been pleased to be able To at¥ibute to
the dlsmlasal of thelr own elements. That kinistry by exceptl onal
provialon gave me ample powers Uo enguage pergonnel from every
other province of the Kingdom, &and to increase, where necesgsadry,
the pre-exlsting re tributions of the aral arents and procacclé.
The Prefect, on completlon of the work, pralsed me with fluttering
expressiona for tne regult achleved 1n adherence to hls directlveeg.

Scop, af ter, war broke out with all the diffialties
for every rezlion and Septepmber 1943 came the humlllating
oriminal german domination of the whole of the province. And ,
all the slx years of work without capable or truatwo rthy collaboretors,
without a dlrecgyor for the first reparto, of ten wlthout an
ingpector, with a sl ek and lnconclualve acoountancy direc top,
with office directors which were for the preater part weakr(and

ineapable. ’HAJ

But with faith in Justlce, I request from your
Kinisetry an lmmedlate enerpetic enqulry on the reliance and
on the respongabllity of the acousationg whilst waltlng that
the epuration commlssion will be able to Judge 1f on my part
there has alwaye been A fat herly severity, more than of persecutlon,
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despotism or Wi snda inflexible

rezction, more th the germAn oppressors

I invoke the satls gain, but only for

a very ghort GLIE, and then see epeedlly

gccep ted my request erred to Palermo OT, 1f 1t should
to another head offlce of not

for
, that my defamers B8€E€ it

ministratlon knowe how to
ct my dlgnlity .

Bol zAnN0.
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Bolzano, 15th July 1945.

To: Ill.mo Sicnor FRESIDENTE
della Commisslone di Epurazlione,
B 0 1 Z &8 TN O

Cm— e ———— L TE

With thelir letter of the 26th June laagt,
a copy of which I am attachling herelo, tlie Provinclal Commissloner
of the Allled CGovernment, for reasong whlch 1 do not know nothing
having been contestel of me previougly, dlmlssed me from my posltlon
of Provinclal Director for Posts and Telegraphs.

On the 4th inet., there not being at the
tdme an Epuration Commission, I entered an appeal, followlng on
the advice of the abovementloned Commigsloner, to the Prefect for
his further competent steps.; an appeal which I now also send to your
Commission of Epuratlon, as per art,V1I of the proclamatlon of the

11th July of the Allled Governmente

I agk of you one only favour, that to arrange
an ample urgent enpoulry on the accusations made agpalnat me, having
indirectly been acoualnted, as per the attached atatement, that I
am charcred with injustice and exceselve harshnesas towards the
personnel, ag 2l of collaboration with the Germans.

Although bellieving toat the flrsl accusat lon

does not come under the emuration law and would be, if it should

be the case, of competence of the Nlnletry, I invoke Juat the game

that each sinple indlvidual who slgned the accusatlon be cues tloned

on Loth charges because,under & re-ime of liberty,lt is not sufficlent
to place ones signmature to accusations of that nature, but 1t 1s also
necessary to prove the reason and the spontaneousnesg 0f ones sadhererce .

I, principal 1y, invoke that the members of the
executive Commitee of this Sindacato PF.TT« be interropated (Alazzi,

Bullera, Capocelli, Dassatl, Franceschinil, Lorenzini, Zampelli) who
not having never, I believe, adhered to fascism, should be consldered
the most pure and objJectlve. Let them state, as they who dild not
want to adhere to the denuncilation, if I ever persecuted Or was har sh
with the personnel or, instead, 1f palle vas not always consldered bY
me &g & larce family of mine, also when the faultiness of some lmposed

on my responsalility and on my duty to repress and punish them

-'J |
Ard the employees, who owlng to the necegﬂiﬁea
of thelr service were able to closely follow my work durl ng the

Ferman occupf tlon (Albertan!l, Brunettl, Donafini, Coco, Cogo, De Zor:zi,
Haller, Gazzano, Glonpgo, Marchege, Nepl, Palambrl, Placentinl,
Rizzoll, Roesl, Zampelll, Zattonl, eccC. gcce) ,8tate 1f my actlions

could be clagslfliecd &as collaborationism rather than of conatan ¢ reactlion
to the german orderse
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You, as President of the Commlsslion, please
allow me,finally, to express my &ngulshed doubt that the denunclatlon,
thousti sipned by many, and unconsclously by some, be the work of

a few who hav e not seen for more than three steps further on from
their resentments,instigating against me the others who slgned.

Those subgstantially concerned would be only three:

1. - Chief Clerk of the rallways, Mr. Negrli Domenilwm ,vhom I always

considered as a very good offlcial, with whom 1 wae bound

by strong friendshlp, whom I managed to have returned home
after only a few months as priec ner of var, vhom I alwvays valued
entrusting to him, on his merlts, certailn work superior to hls mank.
I noticed, however, that recently he haa chanped tovards me, and
only now somebody makes me suspect that ghis strange change 1ln hlse
attitude towards me has been brought about by deleterious work
of another employee, Mr.Falamldessl Mario, who, agslating me in
the Direction in gervices directly concerndng the dutles of the
office of Yr. Neprl, often uged to lnalnuate bringing to my notlce
irregularities and bad services whidh he aftirmed to have verifled
at the railway offlce, polng,sometimes,as far as mak ing perso ml
inspections, and expressing, 1n a momentary fit of nerves, some
appralsal, to then later refer with maliznity to br. Negrl that
T was not satisfled with his work, that 1 repented having entrusted
that position to him and that 1 would sack him, etce etc. Knowlng
hig honesty, I ask Negrl to state 1f that 1s true, and 1f in the
gervice dlscussiong he had with me, dlscusslons gometimes on
sircumetances which d1d not fall 1n with my wlehes 88 to a perfect
working of the services, 1f he always found in me the same estlmatlon.

Ancther lstipator of the personnel would be the
Ohief Olerk of the telepraph services, lr. Artum Negrl, whose
behavaour durl ng the german occupation of thle Frovince 1s gset out
at page Mo.b of the attached report. Yet h¥a-vas an offlclal wnom
I always helped, £lso 1n his private famlly af fal ra, for whlch
I had him, almost without lnterruptlon, assisted by a lawyer frl end
of mine: I reccomended him to the Fresldent of the Tribunal as also
to the Ministry uz to the polnt of overcoming all reglstance of
the CGeneral Director who, for the abovemen tloned famlly sltuatlon,
d1d not vant to entrust to him the dlrectlon of the aforementloned

telegraph ofrices

The third person who, notwlthstanding any resent-
ment, I cannot compare w th the flrst 1wo, for thelr seriousness &and
honesty, would be the agent Tancredl Glorglo whose mordal precedents
are sgpecified in the report No.,1859% sent on the lst June to the
Ministry and to the Prefect and & copy of which is attached hq;a-‘?w

(attachiment 3)e G

But the Itallans to day have, prinecipally, need
of justice and not of outbursts &nd personal grudges exerclsed wl th
those hateful gyetems, known by all, of the nazl-fagclet perlod.And
1t 15 for this that by the Comrlssion preslded by youl invoke the
mogt amle enqulry on my conduct, 1f necessary also by bond of ocath

on the part of somecne.
/3
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I, therefore, hopefully awalt an act of Justice
and of rehabilitation solely because 1 may regain my dlgnity of a
modeat but oure and honest Itallian, to be agaln near my persomel,
to shake hands with them all, forgetfing and forglving any error
and diversion of consgclence, restart agaln my work with stlll more
brotherly collabvoration with all, and wlth that fatherly care and
poodnesg that I have #F the consclence to have always used wlth
Eﬂ}'hﬂﬂj’-

Regpectful 1y,

(S,gd) Donatutl Alfredo.
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