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Uxtroct fram "Sters & Stripes" deted 20 March Lk,

ltalicam Ca_tu;mb&m: Sé&wt
O South ltaly Train Wreck

MAPLES, March 20—The Soulh
Ihuy raurono wreck of March b,
in whilch more than 500 Ibalinn
civiinne lost (helr lives, was prob-
aoly “the most unusual gond most
frhaskly catpstropho dn the lilstors
of worid rellroading,” the Yankee
Boomor, official publication of the
Milltnry Raollway pervice, snys Lo
Its current fauue,

Brig. Gen. Carl R. Gray, Jr., Di-
rector Gencnl of MRS, tho papesr
said, characterized the nccidenl ns
cne of the "mosl regrettable” in
hls eallroad experienges, Pending o
complete report [rom an liovestlgo-
tion committes ho appolnted, Gen-
erul Gray did not fze o stoee
menl on probable cause. The In-
nquiry proup Is headed by L Col,
I'red W, Okle, Commeaniding Of-
ficer of the Ta7th Rallway Oper-
nling Batialion,

The wvictims, all Ytallans as €
croewy nnd possclgers, wire snid to
have died veacefully withoul ever
knowlng' whal happencd Lo Lhem.
Dhe frelght irain cthey were vlding
sialled in the depths of w two-mile
fong tunned In g desolate and i8o-
lated mounialn sivetch whils the
locomolive poured lethal fumes in-
to Lhe damp darkness,

Hearching purbies who strugpeled
through Lhe tunnel to see what
wis delaying tho Lrein, found “the
vicllms Iying about as i in sleep,

the rall publication aald. ‘There,
were o spnw of panioc, e puﬁ-|
sengers had slmply grown drowsy,
drifted iInfo unconsclousmess . o
et whug they wonoered wiin
had halted their passage.

Officinte pointed out that the!
lnrge number of emply frelght|
card In the slrlng probably ne-
counted for Lhe REh death (ol
Hordes of refugess and ex-Italinn
soldlern constanily seek passnge to
the south, It was snid, end In (his
enseg  kind-hearted Tinlian  orews,
nol chnrged with the hsuling o1
valunble milltary frelght probably,
"may have looked the other way®
a5 the civilinns climbed aboard sl
statons prior (o the tunnel.

The dircct eause of the locomo-
LUve's hall was nol Immedintely ap-
paront, the YWankee Boomer spdd,
but it was noted thet the Grain
was on the upgrade and the firp-
man might have been on the
“deck” to avold the worst of the
cahonst goses and henee hed not
kopt up sufliciont  Sterm,

A recent  other near-calastro-
phe dn & secomd Tialian funnel was
averted Dy the coolness and efficl-
engy of an Amerlean MRS crew,
the publicatlon sald. In this (nel-
denit, the Itnlon orew  wios over-
come by tunnel gases but Amer-
leana on the trlp brought Wie lo-
comotlve oute 16 was clled,
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| & NENS EXTRACT

. Extract From"Stars and S5tripes" dated | Nar 44.

Probe Of Rail |
Wreclk (_J_rclerad |

NAPLES, March 0—A full mvies-
tigation of the southorn Italy radl-
woy disaster In which 500 persons | |
were asphyXinted aboard a frelght |
trnin tn & tunnel last Pridoy wes
ordered todny by Brip. Gen, Carl |
It Groy, Jr., Director-General of |
the Allled Mlitary Rafirond |
Bervico
Preliminory reports showed that
most of the crgw and bundredy of
unauthorieed possengers on the 1
Ttnliun State HRollways Ireight
train were Filled nhmost instantly
by carbon monoxide ges from the |
pnpine, 'There wos ojiphrently no ‘

panio
Opernted by o regilar elvillan |
erew. the train, corclsting of 13 )
curs of clyilian frelght and 33 |
empties, stalled on o slight grode 1o
the tunnel shortly after mxinight
Friday wmorning, Riding on lhe
troln were aeveral hundred (res-
possers who ore belleved to have
elimbed nboard In  the derkness
| while the troin was being switched
i ab n ototion through which IF hed
prsaed
‘ The investipation will be macde

by a bonrd of Allled miliary rall=
| roid experts and Ialinn Stote
| Ratlways officlals. General Gray
| | eharncterized the necldent as "one
|of the most regretinble os well ns

ang of the most unvsupl in the his. & 2y {] X

Itory of callronding™ ! o
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