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Colonel Cnrnes aslted whether, in the event of it being
nossible to collect the equinment, it would be practicablc to use
same on civilian vehiclcs in the Rome Arch.

Colaonel Eylas renlizd that such nrocedurc would be
immossible in view of the feact that Fethana would have 10 be
transnorted from the Floronece narza to Rome (due to lack of any
oine line) which would net bhe nracticable ovrocadure owing to the
enormous weight of the cont=incrs.

Tt was then pointed out that one of the main hauls
would be along the route Forli, Lolognz, Parms, Ifilsn, and that
it wne known that n pire line cxisted in that vicinity and that
an adeguate nunber of compressing stationg hnd boen eastablished.
Provided that those could £till be vtilized, Methsne could be used,
at any rate on that route, with 2dvantnpe, 1T WaRS than decided that
A.C. would furnish CIP with a truck which would be converted for
the use of Methane. This ftruck would operate 1n the Florence ared
for the purpose of determining the effeect, if =ny, of the use of
Vethane on the vehicle; it would nlso permit ClP to determine the
equipment neecessnry for modifications. It wes agreed that CIP
would collect and nreparec o2ll equipment neccsgary to mnodify W.D.
trucks, nnd upon arrival in the srea they would turn this
squinment over, with nlans for modification, 4o thoe Truck Battulion
so that thesc modifications could he madc quickly:

It was further agreed that all trucks modified would

-

orvcrate on either Methane or Gasoline.

SN AL
Lj}ifjﬁf%ff .i&jﬂ
Major ReadeSe.0
fidmin. Officer
Qoads Saction

1914
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ENTE NAZIONALE METANO

Rome, 20 December 1944.

SUBJECT: Hequest for Collaboration.

T0 . Allisd Commission, Via Veneto, Fome.

This ¥nte understands that your Commission has taken certain steps
regarding the utilisation of methane gas in liberated Italy.

Undoubtedly such steps represent a tangible contribution to the re-
hebilitation of mstional indnetry whieh, as regards methane, thanks to the work
carried out by the 'nte lazionsle letano, had during the last few years reached
an annual production of about 5,000,000 cubic metres.

' heeording to lew Mo, 1501 of October 2, 1940, the scope of ihe Ente
is to develop the production of methare, regulating its distribution and
utilisation.

In the fulfilment of its task and by virtue of studies and researches
the 'nte han Luilt up conniderable geolopical, mineral, technieel and statis-
tiesl assats and furthermore owns mctnene eylinders and mlnes adequately equlpped
with compressor appurotus.

In consideration of the fact that the above material, which was for the
greater part destined to be trarsported north, was instead kept in the now
liberated territcry at no slight risks, and as by virtue of the Decree Law No.
249 of the “th Uetober 194}, the I'nte has resumed ita work in its legal office in
liome, this Fnte wishes to cooperate in eny steps vhieh the Allied Comuission plans
to teake in connoction with the methaneindvuetry.

This requent 4s alao put forth in consilderation of the fact that
besides the asnets of a scientific nature mentioneé above, whieh represent the
aole and indispensable guide in the exploration and axploitation of methane
deposita end in the utilisetion thereof, thls Inte gould elso ncventapeously

l nale use of the nbility of its ovn experts.

| ENT NAZIONALE 1ETANO
By power of attorney of the Oencral sangper

g/ Hoanti ‘s_‘:i‘{jg
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ATHQ PERTROLEUNM SHCTION

| ONE AHEA ALLIED COLEAND

SURJECT: Memorandum on Wtilization B v AL C '
of lethane in Northern and

Qorthweat Italy Tel:~ RCUE 478875

PET 3C/C/10

HiluA.Cs Transnortation Sub=Comuission I3 Jan. 45
HQ.A.C. Coumuerce Jub-Coumisslon = =w=mee=ee- e ———————————

Ho2,A.G. Industry Sub-Commiasion .

1. Atltsched ig & rough memorundum which 1t le sugrested should
forn the busis of n discussion between the intereated parties,
Thare i& p vitel need to reduce to the minimum the quuntities
of potroleum imported in order that correspoading saving in
tankers may be made, ’

. It is, therefore, requested thet thig paper should be studied
and thet a wmeeting should thereefter be held with represen-
tatives of gllied Cowmmission, Transporiution, Comuisrce, and
Industry “ub-Commissions, with s possible addition of Itelian

i tecanicul experts from C.1.F.

3., Pleage advise if you are in agrecment with thls proposil and,
i so, sugrest s suitable time for this meeting,

H. By EYLES
Colonel
Fatroleum Section

Srelozure.,
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Utilization or @thane in Jortaern ang Northwaat Italy,

I. Tha following information has been obtained frou reporta from
Forthern ang Northwest Italy,

(a) sotentinl rroduetion of Mo thune in 1943 was in the region
' qRivalent of 9%, 00C tong of £ugoline per annum,
(b) Pipeline believed to exiat running along at vin Emllip,

£y

sron Hnlogne to Wilmn,
(e) Almost the waele of the rewnining rutomotive Itelian tren-

Bport had besn ocopny ttd to the uze n? va thena,

(d) By the end of L8944, the Qevoqns tied mbyved ranrly all the use
ful vehiclap crem Itailun centrol in the o v Lley but
were not Opereving them when unier Arny centrel on Hethane,

o i e |

'« It seems rrob ble from onr exXperience in the Florenee iegion
and from an geccssuent of' poegtlbilities in the To Vulley which have
baon bused on ligouasi one with those whe love come through the l1i-

nes, “thet

(&) il will be paoscibls 4o rehebilitate sopa Frovortion, at
lesst, of the Yethune productior nnd distribution syatem;

(b) there wii L be g shortage of Nigh pressur conteneras

(e} there will he an even greater ahortupe of Velven Tor the
anld Contuinerss

(d) there will be 4 shortnpe of Wigh presaure tubing,

Se T arl'eat of the use of Wethone instenrd of Fesoline on g threec
Lon vehicle ig Prreximotely to reduce ita ecnp ying Caprnelty by
ome ¢U0 pounds, I Ch truck uses-on 4N BVarage ap roxinutely g I00
roeunis of gusnline Per day. It will take 8 niniaoum of % doys per

ek to cenvert to dethane af ter waterials aro all at Hand,

“e There ig an urgent need to reduce tn the winimag the Mentity

of pelrolesum producta inported by sea i4io Italy, and ev 'Y cublc

meter of Jdethune which can be enployed in substitution of importead
Estroleun reduces the Muantiity to b inported, 1:‘}(“:1

De It hus bee decideg that all posaibla It 1iun vehieMes in arey;
weere Vethene ig avallable (other than thoge ngeged on long Ai-
Hthnce h.ulage away from such aress) will remuin adupted or will

be ndapted for the use of «ethane, Tt is now for cotslderation

whe ther arrangements should not ba made in advence for the eonver-
Sion of g Proportion .4 leanto? tho trucks to be ovperated on

./
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civilian business by Allied Commisgion, in order that a saving
mgy be effected both in over-sea trenaport to Itely and the
over—land heul over the Appennines into the Fo Valley.

6., It will be seen that even if the average over-1land haul from
port of importation to the Po Valley be tdalen ns double the
length of the sverange hanl within the To Valley, the sacrifice
of useful carrying capscity in the Po Valley will be still

four times uns great as the saving in carrying capacity resulting
from the use of Kethene found on the apot,

7. In general, vehlicles enpeged on local digtribution do not
run full, snd at the same time, meny cluosses of commodities

are of such bulk thet the presence of 80C pounds of Kethane
equipnent will not reduce the load carried, It is, therefore,
worthwhile exemwining the possibilities of naking prepsration in
advunce for the utilizetion of Wethrne by some W.D. vehicles
operated by Allied Commission on civilian economy.
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