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Ref. AC/5594/1IND 25 flay 45

SUBJECT ¢ Trucks from Somaliland
(Cffer by lr. . Hendel)
70 ! ir. S.oross, Chief Hoads liwvision, '
Transuortabion Sub-=Conmicgsion. /
BRI : S5.D. Brootzkoos, [Mechanical &

Aatomotive Industries Divisgion.

1. In accordarice with your supgcestion on liarch
ith, the day before I left for Videast, I made a special
trip bto Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia, to t=Xk over with bkr. r.
Eendel his offer to the Allied Commigsion of bringing
about 125 trucka along with the drivers and their Tamilies

.

from 2omaliland to Italy.

'y I met Wr. Hendel and we digcuseed the whole
matter in detzil after which I asked him to submit me a
written resumé of his offer which he did and which 1
griclose herewith.

3. Irom my talks with him I arrived to the follow-
ing vonclusionsg, some of which are elzted alse in his
letter:

9. A permizsion must be received from the Z2ritisn
Military Administration of Somalilend for bring-
in. these trucks to Italy. This permissiorn
must be negotiated between AFHQ and the Kideast
Command (3r). The BiA it seems to me will be
somewhat reluetant to grant such a release.

h. The trucks mast be brousght to Ituly with their
owner-drivers and with the owners' families,

c. The shipment of these trucks with thelr owners
and owner's families will have t0 be arranged
by the AC HQ throuph the military authorities
who are in contrecl of all communications with
momaliland.

IS RTnU Gab 7
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A, 'The pavment for bthe transportation coats
must also be arvarsed beforehund between

the Allied Comnission and the truelk owners

agooecliation.

he +trucks asccording to !r. Hendel are in

perfect worlkings condition and the owlers

will take alonz enourh spares to keep them
ranring for a year(wirn the exception of
injection pumps, pistons and valves for

Jiepel operated btrucke which parts 11 is 1m-

posgible to get in Somaliland).

. About one fourth of gll Italian owned trucks
awailable for repatriation are Hord Vi
trucks of 1936=1939 vinta e which may create
an additlonal problem in Gthe future of get-
tingx apares for them.

s e owners of the btrucks and ilre. Heridel are

very much concerned with the food gituation
*or themselvens and their families and asked
whether they will be allowed to draw military
or other kind rations at a reasonable price.
h.,. #Mr. ., Hendel, as I found out, was before
this war one of the leadinz industrislists
in Somaliland. He represented there the

; tord Motor Co., owned the most modern auto

| reaalr plant and a fleet of trucks. During

the [talo-3Sthiopian war he was instrumental

in the orianization of the mobtor transpoxrt

of the Italian Army. He ig a Folish subject

and came to Somaliland in 1914 when he was WTERNED

there as a member of the crew of an Austrian
inval ship, #r. Hendel is buay now «ith an
orcanization of a motor truck service in
Bthiopia with a First clasa auto=repaly sShop
in Addis-Ababa. In this work he is encoursazsed

andl asgisted by the Middle Bast Supply Lenter.

]

1.-|.|

-

e

s
.

from way talks with Mr. Hendel I 0t an impression

e lo=t somewhat his interest in this whole scheme of
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hig peing busy with his new enterprised.

'a"

I C};?ﬂxgllﬁﬂﬁ%hﬂdﬂxrg.:%Lﬂkqﬂgj

Te 7ENCL.8 3.D. BROUTZLKUOO |
' - P veehanical Industries Div.,
B, 5 Tj'-'-]'lJ ndugtry Sub-=Commlission.
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Copy to:
Leonoiic —eChtion.
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F. HENDEL
ADDIS ABABA - MOGADISHU - DJIBOUTI

SOLE DISTRIBUTOR FORYTHEFORD MOTOR COMPANY™ Addi=s Ababa , April the 4 th. I94%.
EClE ETHIORIS aND THE SsOMALILAMDS

Daar S5ir ,

With reference to my verbsl report sboutl the situstion in Somalia
as Far as transport conditions concerns, I herewlth have the honour to reas=
sume the prinecipal points dlscussad.

T should like to anticipate that I am speaking on behsalf of =
newly formed Transport Company baced on the " padroncinl " system, the
" PRASPORTATORI EUHOPET RIUNITI S.As " - UNITED EUROFEAN TRANSPORTERS LTD.

Mogadizscio.

Ia The Company has at her disgposal, if requested , about 70 heavy Diesels
T - 8 tone #trucks with treilera, moatly FIAT 634 with few Alfa Romeo and 0,0
gome 25 middle Diesela of 4 - 5 tons loading caprcity with trailers, mostly
Buessing Nag ( Alfa Romeo ) liercedes and Lsanecia Rho, and 30 FORD VE thres
| tonners petrol trucks, All in feirly good working conditions , many newly
| overhatiled,

: 2. The eyperience of last I0 months shows that all thése units owned by Italie
i ang and driven by them could be considered as superflous transport in Somalies
because cmployed only sporadically with an avarage of I000 miles monthly.

The Somalia civil market has sufficient vehicles of simllar makes owned by
Arabe and nativeas gmd which are doing tne essential work; sufficient for the
needs of the country. The B.M.A. ( S ) has an own fleet of FIATS 634 for the
need of the Administration. Enowlng the trend of tie coloninl B.l.As I am
almont sure that on request the B, A. ( 8) would refuse to glve free but
orie veliiecle apserting the necessity of vehicles to remain in Somelia, They
are snxious to keep n reserve of vehicles for some +time later and never
agres to theit export. I had 1942/3 some 25 heavy diesel trucks reconditio=
ned lving in ny vard purposely withhold from the service becnuse intrnded
for export. Nobody cared about their existence but when I asled the permit

to erxport them to the neipghbooring colony , I received a net refusals S0 1
muet prosume thnt the T.l.he ( 8 ) would objeot to the export of wehicleas if
not ordered by bigher quarters , I am sure that A neutral expert if sent

to Somalia would share my opinlon,
Xe fhe ovners of the vehioles arc only too eixious tHo work with thelr uniis
in Xtaly proviled that :
g ) their living conditions ( of the drivers ) are not much

voree that in the colony am far as the FOOD prohlem con coxfibl; :J:‘:
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b ) they are assured thalt a fair pert of the returns resulting from
teir work could be saved.

The quention under a ) by granting rations to the drivers( arainst paymwent, of
course ) . Point " b " sgeems to me assured if consilering thet a truck worih
Live 5000000 could be , under present rates , fully ammortised within one ynﬂrf
Moest of the vehioclea and trailere have fairly good tyres 42 x 9, 10.000 x 20
38 x 6 etce The B.MM.A, has tyres zs well as the Military &nd could help in case
of need, Or a8t least if ordered toc do no,
Spare parts are available as far &s chassls parts with excepilion ef brakes materiul
For engines the most pronounced shortnge ie in injectors end injection pump
plotonae Engine pistons could be brought from Eritres , although at a very high
price. The units ready for trans’er have the injections pumps overhsuled for

a 8ix months service , at lenst.

Good shipping conditions from Somelis are prevailing during October to lMay. In
the S.,W, monsoon perlod June f September only ships with a speed of at lenst

12 miles could stand the sen and the encorage, although the shipping of wvehieles
and 1ifting on board could be made in July - September, the worse being Junsee

In such months , if fuel 1g available , the veahlecles could be brought by road

{ a falrly pood one } to Djilbouti , some ITO0 Km.,

In order to form a more important micleous rf wvehleles for the transfer to Italy
the Compeny would be prepared to assume'padroncini " from Erlitreas , thus forming
a fleet of at lenst 250 to 300 vehicles, The B.M.A. f E ) once agreed in principle
would certainly not object the eritrean " padroncini " to join the Company
created in Somalle and trand@fering her fleet to Italys. I presume so.

In the cm=se the A.C. accepts my proposals I should gladly ﬂﬁmﬂirl
to Italy for the concluasion of n contrzct as well as for making technical preparas

tiong for receiving the wvehlcle fleet in Italy.
Youra faithfully

&ﬁffggﬁf?i;azkgﬂanﬁ5141_



o~ ey

__d____i_ E ]

B WDeclassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. /X.50).3/

g
s

e W - " _ F

r_[- | ~ *FM A 1if: _" 'I'
PSS ey S e —— 1"' zlrj I1 T -I":-i‘l

I._!II-' I"-I-I E:'I-J-'ﬂ".:.r:

11 1ed Commianion
Romra

Mo, GoL.O¢ Grupdy ReE. who visited you i

January
, consider and
- i ': - - SR - " . ] ] ) -
thjr‘h. e transfer of Itullen civil heavy tranzport vehiclan
trom Lhe: Porner IlLaYion Colon tos, 10 Thady ; kll‘rjvldkl"] b it =
TN oL f}-.l;||'f_. L'}r i.,1'||§-_.‘g'|'|l'| f_’_‘r}ul ! ]—-{-_1. LT R .ir iy 11 e
: - ¥ el e ha ' il L 9
Lhe local transport g ituation, I on]

L

If‘ af -i L 1 ] i T oo | ] -
i & st He that jour Depurtment mould eventudlly

A
E!'Tc'-fn-,n_i“'l'gr[':':fn_'
know the caorn?iti -
e EE R - e canditions
erevailing in Erilrea and Somalia, the Po rmer twe Tiull.r:

F:l.. . 4 I..ﬂl-' |'|_'l- # {_: o o e L
gt s art Colorien so T shai o e
:.. !.Il:!'r.'i. 5. ot 1)k ] T FD-IEJEI.!._FH e Tlr_,r' ]'I{_-],ij_ :._r.r on

Gt S0 FuLle: uners ol he

vy dieszel lorries are ofton waltling

rl LI I.'El'lI'..‘ I_I.."_I_II - _ B -
YEDKE I gport ogpo . ' L
By & Tough estinate sobe 106 sencs?yEeierully given by the BMuS.
S BOVAL wonnerg wilh gore 40 truiTers

JI.P 1'L| 1 I-‘_L = i ] i . [* = = 3
), R pe ol 4 { g loaedin e T Rl By e T =, :

] L} 1 i |__ -I ] o L ¥ -
free [or tranpfer i vhoaout | Y Vsl be loawlly 'Bilyval

L.. -hl

JL1 . : - l-, | U = il [ L L!]’[! = I _I't 'E f'l_' 1.-r"--:1-'.:_1|11|.-1'|:.'l C 0o r!L'E j.*‘
| o | El = ~ e 0 LA "u .L':.L"._.,. Fd | ||l'r_‘-:_r. I urlhl'.'f ; 4] i -

& i ] - E & mgr |I_| II-.TF l..-l--p T H lt- | I:_:. Dl I‘I'E' i .I

i - 5 e i I'.-'n.]_]- 'IE

alan aviad ] LL;., L e .

B ER TTRF .= ThHe situstd i
iL P dag He Slilustion in Britreoa is Prorm our =tans
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ldTe, ShoxlLl A0 M st _I_E:r.nure aurplus transport 1yin K
_ PuLy sy BOME 1UU heavy diesel Iorries have reachead
?}ui fer-itied by Lhm:ﬁth Lo’ remain here for iTﬂKE;HTL?uWGHT of
%ne. “re now looking for employment here und would in* Luck t"

m dl lue miles per month., I think that Erif'.rt-m.v'mx];d. S
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4, The provaillig m akes ures

o Mo Blghl LONNEYT S . o o o s PR 1. - _. ;
FIET 658, cess viosninineeineisls . s T5% AL T
Lancia Ro Ro, 7 tonnler8,ssseeo®
L1Fa Romao 4 &7 tonnerS...sdi«nh
Budgniae NelE 18 LOM a0 vieisie wiee o0
of" which only Busgsing Nug beling & gernmin malke .
5. TYRES: «a everyw here, there is in the colories a certain

ﬂhurt;”ﬂ o f n@w tyreg. -bout Yus of all available lorries b uve
got recently Bu® falr tyree. The prevaillng sizes are:

For 7 & 4 tonners.seessssedic X 2, Ll,edn X &4
Bl gl e b B e aes veedB 6 By G400, x AU, 1 ULl X &U 5 49 X B
. 3

e Sonll s HTS: - very substantial puari o L s, ure purle for

the Itallan makes could be produced in th ¢ lust yearg locully.
Eritrea prodiuces pisto ng & rirgs ele, The crueis 1 problem

lies in Lhe injection pumps, moestly " Hosch". No paurtg could

ba made for itjecticn pum s. I am 1Informed that stocks of
purte Por t he "Bosch" in Jectl on pump are in M.E., stored us
purt of the buvoly. L[ bthiok that t hey wre not much leeded for Lhbe

rew [telian Diepel lorries used by the «rmy in the M E.

7. The Ttalian lorry owners and their drivers would b e too
rlad to h ave an opportunity ol transferring Lleir lorries to

Ttely for o secured and continuous employment under Cfair condi-
t1 ons. I apoke with many of them and could only have Lhe same

reply.

8. The system used t n the Colo niles and purltly accepled by the
m L 11 tary .dm inisgtrati ong \bMiE &EUMiSy 1ia the *padron eini®
system, wotking ag EFollcows:

lrungport firmg or Comgpuniesn have
upreerentyg with 4 gingle lorry o wners bound to make the trians-
sort gervice through the firms. Th e transport firms are puying
to Lthe lorry owners the fixed rates ( by LGovernm ent or othe r
bo diesgy; lesgg & commlagion which var ies between B and 1vi.

Un the other haund the Transport Firms are advanclipg to the lorry
owneras mo ney for tyres, lfuel etc. are secur ing a continuous
employment, securing certuin service faucili t1 es, providi n g
for spare purtes, dedling with Governmenti or others on behulf

and in the interest ol the lorry owners. In the aame time they
teke Lhe responsgibility for truraport efficiency, they grant the
gufe &rriva 1 of goodsa irtrusted te them. The trammport Cirms
ure usuully disposing of un own fleet kept 4um un em ergency
resgerve,

. I proposc to unite all Italian lerry owners of the coloni es
willing and permitied to trungfer to Italy 1t o e trﬂnﬂyﬁrt firm
a8 desgeribed under pura B, . G




el
21

it
=

.. 1 I.-‘. '“f.:‘- \ .. i
i
i |

O = A e
w'Declassified | : |
- I ed E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. ’ifzg 2/ ;
kW : . J = i
A
i -
F i !
; 14U, It seem s to me the beat 1f detuils of m y scheme could be
you in Italy btefore preliminary gteps with the

4 disc usged with ! 2 :
Colonial Militady LJminiﬂtruﬁin 3 nﬁ 50 Mma &a ?? E?i ref ure

. ome & M or over <uU

ir“&a%a“}%”%uﬁ% a foryey hede ?“Ei%ﬁ rome 4890 nditlons of ser-

gpure parts und other technical detalils in

vice possibilitiles,
[tuly. I um rdady to come for a few weeks to Italy and discuss

wi th you my scheme gubmitting more detaile d infeo rmatiocns.

If you ag r eec to it, kindly crovide for my entry visa cabling
i + to the Brit iab awmbagsy in »ddils wbuba., I am & polish citi-
wen and I presume fr om experience that no objection from the

gseculrity point of view to m y coming to Ituly could be made.

I shall be highly obliged to you for &n immediate reply and

in the case my proposal would meet your interest and my coming

congldered usseful for u ah ort cable &s 4n advice.

I ¢ an be ir 8 days in Culro by u weakl? plane.

Yours faithfully
tFi“EﬂdElj
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HEADGUARIRAS ALLIED COMNISHION WGP /18
APO 304
BOUNOHIC SUCTLON

1
e AC/844/5 /105 Koy 1045
SURTHCTS  Mre Arrigenl -« Journey to Albenis.
TO :  Officer~in-charge, Liaison Diwision, AU Hi)s
neferencs your mamo S05/AR/RC (L) 28 April 1040,
1. An officisl olarification of the sgresment between
Mr. Avrigoni and GNAC was reguested by our AC/344/1/Tn,b of B8 Harch 1940,
-I 2, 'That being in hand, we rocomnend approval of the trip
F providing the propopal ig properly cleared with tho Ttalian Hinistry of
| Trangport.
%, The spave parta siftvetion i8 so critical That all poasibls

gupply sowrses siould Le folly 1nventipatelt.

Aoting Vioe President
Baonorle fSection
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P G renorts thnt to dute thay hev pareement with
e Arrigenl ra trin to slbenis for motor vehiele spare nsrte,

3 i i 2 sticeaatod b Lol s esopact o of the amorandum he
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Addle Abebe F,0.Box 621

FABLANO HENDEL
“"Eddis Abebe - nozediscio
rassue-Gimme-Dire Deus 30 Dec*1%44
Ufficio MILANO Vie Leoperdi
Telesremnmi HENDEL

Extreets from originsl letter to hkejor Grandy:

1. Lhet I em gllowed to enter the part of Itely under
£t1lied contirol.
2, 4thet I em permitted to ship from kogedlscio 30 trucks
(20 Fords 10 Fiet 634)

Thet I am permitted to ship from Eritree 60 trucks
(Fiet 634)

. Thet I em assisted in obteining the shipment {rom the
spid places to Itely.
4. thet the tdministretion huthorities in Somesliz znd
Lritres ere recommended to essist we in the metter. I must
edd thet s5 fer es I em informed from different aqrerters
(in Somelis by my own people) there ere in Sritree hundreds
of lorries lyine idle #nd in Somszlig =11 Fords snd some
534, lheir e.portetion to Itely would not endsnser the
trenesport situstion in the sgid colonies.
UJSU
51 — —

S.Somaelics

f; llozediscio BErosSBY e ;@A&{&:ﬂ A{E'{}ﬂ' g"’ﬁ*" (Sove 621. /:y

Neirgbi P.O.Box 1610 Cpise o Aitiinn
Kenya Colony. wll e % Ayl b

Notes by Major Grundy.

1. Somaliland (Italian) mAd BEritres have been licked cleaxr of
spares but I believe Hendel has an adeguate supply.

2. Hendel has been operating in Italisn Somaliland, Abissinia,
and Eritres for several vears before the war and since these
countries were occuplied by us.
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