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‘ TRAMEPORTATION 2UB COMEICSSION
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ST  Porl of Hazpra del vallo
' ¢ Hoveinents pivigion
(Abto U{i;l..l J;i‘ d- E.i.&ff}

1. For yeur information nnd retention, attiched
ia copy of reporth on port of Mazara del Vallo.

R, M. BASZANELLA, Chiof
Poris & Warchouse Division
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HEADUUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSION
APO 394
TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMISSION

‘el. 290 23 June 1945
SUBJECT: Port of Mazara del Vallo (Frovince of Trapani, Bicily)

l. The port of lazara del Vallo was one of the two
prineipal fishing ports in Italy before the war. It is the
nearest port to Pantelleria Island, and the produce of the latter,
expecially grapes, passed through Mazara. FEach grape season
about 1,000 railway refrigerated cars loaded grapes in the port.
The principal exports from Mazara del Vallo are: wine, sand for
the panufacture of glass, preserved and canned fish.

2« The port is divided into two sections: ‘the outer port and
the port-channel. The outer port is exposed to the weather and
hes a depth of 15 feet today; the one loading wharf is destroyed.
Before, vessels could load or discharpe there in the summer
season = jlay to October. There is a channel from the sea to the
inner port. The opening to the inner port is nearly 600 ft. wide
but owing to the preesence of banks, it was necessary to make a
channel about 220 ft. wide at the entrance and for the first 330
ft., and then narrows to just under 100 ft. It is used for
schooners and boats today.

3+ The depth of water in the channel before the war was
16 f£t., and schooners of 500 tons loaded or diecharged there,
while steamers of 1,000 tons called regulerly at the port, loading
down to 15 ft.

4. However, the sgmall river Mazaro opens into the channel,
and there has been conslderable gilting (mud). The depth at this
point is now only about 1l feet, and requires dredging by a small
dredgers, The length of time required for this work is estimated
at only one month since the bottom is mud.

5« The port is served by a railroad connected with the main
line. Now it is rumored that the railroad authorities wunt to
take away the line, saying that owing to lack of refrigerated cars
for the carriage uf grapes, Lthere 1s no reason to keep the line.
However, it is pointed out that, if not this season, in future
seasons this traffic will certuinly be resumed, as the rolling
stock will be gradually replaced.

6. The large dredger "SARUEGNAM is reported to be sunk in
the port of MARSALA and can still be salvaged, but nothing has
been done about i1t. It is rumored that this 1s becayse it is
feared the dredger might be requisitioned and ta%ﬁ@g lalta
or elsewhere out of Italy.

the above information received by lir. McDonnell of Operations Branch
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