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Tels 309081

Pt a 917 191/ e
IRADRUARTERS ALLIED COLRLSS ION
AFO 70l
Infustry ond Utilities Dransh / P
/6

078/ 4G /EW

AIBIECTs Pontoon BErddpe - Placenie

10 t Ministry of Iublic Viorks
(Mtns MNre. P. Ghomzl)

1, Oonfimalne our conversotion, there is enclosedl hevrewlth
a cony of the report dated 2l Juns 1946 pertaining to possible
{rromularitios in connection with The eperation of the Fontoon Bridge
over tha Fo River ot Plogenie,

2, It iy noted that the Fontoom Fridge is uncer the sypervision
of the Italien Hilitery Engingers at Piacenza,

9, We would mppreciete information on the action teken by youw
Hinistry in this nattels

LOUIS Wie LAUGHLIN
”Ei.,:] O3 O el
hoting Deputy Blreotor

| 5 Enslomires - Lotter deted 2 Juns 1946, file referency MG /CERL/2 0/
' 189, Trom G,0,M, Milen Yo C,1.0. Lombardls (Italien

end English)

.I e _"‘. - 3 : o
" , LAk .
ser  Ministry of Transpmt /
| Transpertaticon SubComuission ]
I_'q..-hl--t.'ﬁ-

D.]u'ﬂiﬁ IﬂﬂMiE I.iﬂiﬂﬂ'ﬂ Erﬂup, ﬁ.ﬂi

This refers to your lstter 25 June 1946, refercnoy LB /U101

U7
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i
CAPTUIRED RATHY FATERIALS BRANCH
EITAN OVI'ICTH
nh.
HQ LOMBARDIA ITATSHON GROUP
ALLIED COMHISSION
.-11.._.::;.115-. r|'|"'l_:| ."i
|
AC=E/CRI/20/1834 24 June 1946.

SUBJBOT 3 Pontoon Bridee FIACTHEA, TIR ITtely Road Mep 12200, GO0
E:.Dl ”','Elrj‘iﬁl
() ¢ CeleQ. JLomberdie Lisigon Group, Allied Commission

Following your request T forwerd the roport on the
pontoon bridira at PTACHNHL

i me above mentioned bridge 1a 8 pontoon constructed by the
Genio Militere Itrliano of Piscenzs end is the only bridge

croseing ths R. Fo betwaen SANTOVE and PAVILA. woreover, 1t is

the only ecroseing over the H. Po on the mein north-south route
; OMNE=BOLCONLA-ITLAN .

2. A% the aide of the publicly owned pontoon ig e privately
owned Terry service which the owners run in the hopa thet the
r pontoon ghould bLecone unservicesbhle.

| 3 O two ocorglions I heve crossed on this pontoon only efter
| using my esuthority with the bridge meintensrce party to rejolin

the pontoons which had been disconnected on the pXcuge that the
river was rumning high. On these ocersions, eiviliens crossing

at the smne time hed to give B considersble tip to the bridge
meintenance party.

1 o On 23 June 46 a4 1900 hras I went to oross “he pontoon gfter
vislting the lerge OBV lwap of ROLLRE, snd was told thet the bridge
hed been cut at 1600 hrs, but that T could upe the privetely owned
ferry 100 yards ewey by peying 1,000 lire. I then went to exemine

U7
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the bridge end found thet the pontoons had been cut end that

two edditlonpl pontoons were necessery Uo bridge the gap. 1 sew
the oolonel of the ITtalien Hilitery lngineers of FIACHNZA

(Col. MONTARETTO) who started telling me all kinda of technlosl
deteils thet were untrue, believing that I would be confused by
such technicnlities, When I told him thet I wes @ militery
engineer he wes very nervile and surprisaed end seid thet he
would be sble to find the edditionsl ponvoons on the following
dny and thet the bridge wvould be in commission on the day sfter.

5 gince militery engineers sre used to deel ing with tidsl
rivers reguiring the addition end extrootion of pontoone twlice

a dey and sinoe it is the duty of the bridge mrintensnce perty
to heve rendy at lepst four pontoons by the side of the bridgo
yo that eny elteretion da the level of the river coen be adjusted
el +hin helf en hour, I sm surprised end suspiclous &8 to why the

colonel ¢

(g) Did not heve the pontoons rerdy.

(L) Did not have the bridge open gt 19.00 hra i.e. three
houra sfter the rise ef the levelj

(¢) Could not commence work before the following day.

(d) Could not have the work completed bsfore 25 June 1946,

G A1l wmilitery vehicles between 1600 hra 23 June 1946 end

o5 Juna 1946 must now meke n detour of 42 1/2 miles (68 Km) in
order to reamch HIIAN, TURIN etc. on a secondery road which heo
been heavily bombed in meny plsces. Civiliesn traffic, given the
shortege of petrol, must now use tha privetely owned ferry at

No._TR5¢ |

extortionnte prices which, at the rate of vehlcles pessing at the

time of my wvimsit, would ensure 200,000 lire delly for the
praoprietor.

7. Therefore, the sction of the Colonel of the Genlo Nilltare

of PIACEHZA showse at leest ¢ criminel negligence nt a time when
road transport, conservetion of petrol; etc. 18 moat necespery

in recongltruaction.

(Bgzd) T, I. Roworth
ajoxr RN

0. i/c M1lan Office
CE¥ Branch

R/ HQ Allied Commimsion

- 2ia a0 7~
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CAPTURED TNRMY HATTRIALS BRAYMCH
FILAN OFPICR
at
HQ LOFBARDTA LIATGON GROUTD
ALLITD COMNETSSTON
APQ 794

24 Glugno 1946

_\.".! e ] '] : ¥ 3 1 & ¥ y _.] . . ra - ™
DGGETTO ¢ Ponte g2llepgiente - Pivcenze -
Certe Iualim 1:200,000 N° 8.6216

. 1 b g = Ly T U s M i 3
Al1L'Ufficiele Capo del Gruppo dil Collegemento - Lotberdis
Conmimaione Allente,

| 6 seguito V/ g richiestn, tresmetto i1 rapporio rigusrdante
11 ponte gellezriente » M'lrocenza,

|

o 1 'I" } b= & j ' . .

| ii tﬂ]% ﬂLt??ﬂFD ponte, del tipo pontone gselleggiente & steto
CoRuruito dnl Genio Wililtpre Italisnoe ed & 11 solo eglstente

L tretto del fiume PO tre Ventove e Pavia, iale ponte costi-

tnliace inoltre 43 Golo pttraverprmentn del Po sulle grende

| | aulle g i)

e dord=5ud ROVADOINCE La FLANG,

|
| j o r 1 Vo

| ) © L3iRneo del pontone, che ¥ 41 propristh pubblics, sl trova
un pervizlo di treghatto tisposto dei suoi proprietori nelle
Spersnge che il pontone divengs inservibile,

3) In due occesioni ho ¢ ttraversato 11 suddetto pontone nd
smbedne l1e volte tovetti usnre dells mig at ord tn ﬁﬂn i1l nersg-
?nle addetto slle wenutenzione el ponte, nper far riﬂmnneftﬁfe

1 veri elementd selleggionti che evano 3tetl gconnessi con 11
nretesto che 11 fiume era 4in piene. In queste stesse cocagiond
del eivili che Bttraveranveno il pontone dovettero pagare ﬁnﬂh ’
congrue mancia al personele addetto mlls mEﬂHtEﬂHiUHE?
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4) <1 23 Ciagno 1946, 8lle ore 1ty GOpo awvere visiteto 11
greande lleposito OXF 4i rodenz, mi recei vd sttreversere 11

pontone e venni informato che quast'ultine ore stato tPgllingo
1

ok

rllie ore 16 ma choy pagando 1,000 ire, avrel potuto usere

'; i1l soervizio privato di treghetto, dispoalo n meno di 100 metri
di diotensi. 1 recnl mllore od esenineare 1) ponte e trovsi
che gli elementi gelleggionii orano stali tAaglieoti, e che due
Al tri ne surebbero occorsl per colmere 11 vuoto. Vidi 1nolire
il Colonnello del denio 'ilitere dl Tiposnze (Jol. Konteretto)
cho r- Mminclod o splegeroi une guentith a4 detingll teonici, che
risalterveno inesettl, credendo dl confondermi par mezzo di enni.
usco le informai che ero un ingegnere niliseres rimeee molto

sorprego a coaluso @ dicherd ohe savrebhbe troveto psr 1'iadomend
gli elementi gellogrinatl necesseri e che il ponte verebbe atato

rimasgo An sadarvizio 11 g#dornc srcors miccesgivo.

5] 0 cha #1143 Lngegnort militeri sono abi tupti 24 enoneni

41 piene del flumi, ¢id che vende necesperio torliere od Azad .

are dne rultn r1 gliorno un certo numero di elementi gellegeionti,
| @ deto che & reipuo dovere delle gguedre di merautensione

1'avere pronti slmeno 4 elewenti allo HQOPD (i controbileanciere

entro mesz'orn ogni veriecions A4 1ilvello, sono rimueto sorpreso ;
8 soapettoso del fatto che 41 Colonnello:

i) ilon avesse pronti gli elementii gallegpnianti

<+ Non svesae sperto 11 ponta alle 1%, clod tre ore dopo
L'smumento del livello.

3 ) on potesege iniuisxo il lavoro prime dell'incdomeni.

.-. 4) Hon potemss berminave Al lavoro prima del 25 Giugno,

—— .

Tutti 1 mezul 44 treaporto niliterd trensltntl fre le ore

|I 16 del 23 Giugno ed 11 29 Gdugno 1946 debbono & ore Lare una
deyiapglione di 42,0 niglie (689 Im) per rageginhgere Hileno, Torino

| aoc, nhtraverso t:',-”:l.'.r. torlin gsecondsrin ¢he he sofferto rrevi
bonbardenentl in diversi punti.

L relfden eivile doveh d'sltre parte, » couen delle secrsi ]
GA carbarente, ricorrere ol tri ghatto ariveato rd un cooso Pregeso
cre mEslourerd el »eoprieteric 20 3 JO0 lire sl glorno, tenendo

|

Qunto dell'entitt del treffico don mo osservnts in quell'oconalione.

oy I U"'H}
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Tolonnelle del Genio Militere di
Meoenza dimostrs pertsnto almeno unno eriminnle negligonza in
un periodeo dursente 1l guele 1 trssportl gtredali, 1'economir

A4 ecerburente ece., €C0. AONO fondementsli per 1n ricosgiruzilone.

7) Il comporitemento del

(sgd) T. I. ROVORTH
e jor RT

L 1‘,-’113 Fllen nffice
GEN HBrsnaob

Mo Allied Compliselion
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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED cOMMISSION

APO 794
Industry end ytilities Brench / j"‘*’”
5 July 1846

078 /AC/PWU
SUBJECT ¢ rrensfer of Bridges O Ttelien Agencies
TO ministry of public Works
(attn: Nr. Fe Ghezzl)
1. In accordance with conversation, enclosed herewlth
ter end gchedule covering

for your snformation 18 copy of let
r then Bailey and Flamb

alien territory.

bridges othe o which heve peen left
aituated in 1%

LOUIS W. TAUGHLIN,

Major, C.Ee.
pcting Deputy

; r:}
i J:Hrfl_lr' i =*

TirectoX

reference 5?52{1&/@2,

19465
2 ClelmB Commission

letter dated 27 June
to NHO.

Triclosures
from HeHeQe» CeM.Fo

7 cnpiest G‘iH:l-Qi‘ G-Iﬂ&Fi
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* MEBADGUARTERS e
LOMBAFDTA REGION LIATSON GROUP B3/ 5 =
ALLTED COMMISSION £
APO 794
Office of the Chief Liaison Officer / i Z )
75 5
LOMB/CLO/1 25 June 1946,
SUBJICT: Pontoon Bridge - FTACKNAA
T0 1 HQ. Allied Cummission, Heome
L, Attached is a copy of a report by Major Roworth

on the A/M bridge = this being self-explanatory.

2e Althouglh there is no actual preef of corruption

on the part of the Italian Military Engineers or the private-
ly owvmed ferry service, it is my considered opinion that an
investigalion by the ltalian Minister of Transport would bring

many irregularities to light.

_—-——:"r'..-..-_ — = -F_.-‘_u

{/ o ol
y:i

« Hy GAHDNER
. Cel, R.A.
Chief Liaison 0,

-

en 1".”"5,
Hie LT ’-JT;JEH i

P
el e B e e

—

Encl,

f AULY
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CAL TURED ENEMY MATERIALS BRAICI
MIDAN CFRICH
at
Hy LOMBAIRDIA LIALSON GROUR
ALLIED COMGTISSION
Al'Q 794

| AC~iil/CGrM/20/1851, 2l Jure 1946,

SUBJECL:  lontoon Bridge . LACE/ZA, MR Ltaly Hoad Wap 1:200,000
o, Geb216,

TO ¢ ColwU. Lemoardia Liaison Group, Allied Camnission

Following your request I forward the repurt on the panteon
bridge at PLACEN A,

le The above mentioned Lridge is a pentoon construcied by the Genio
Militare Italianc of .iscenza and is the enly bridge crosaging the

R. I'o between MANI'OVA and I'AVIA. iloreover, it is the only cressing
over the H. l'o on the main nortii-scuth route HOUME=BULOGIA =T LA,

2e AU Ghe side of the publicly owned puntoon is a privalely ovned
lerry service which the owners run in Lhe nope that the pontoon
should become unserviceable,

Je Un two occasions I have crossed on this pontoon only after uging

my auchority with the bridge maintenance party to rejoin the pontoons
| wirlch had been disconnecied on the excuse that the river was running
| high, On Lhese occasions y Civilians crossing at the same time had to
| Eive a considerable tip o the bridge maintenance party,

be On 25 June 46 at 1900 hrs I weni to cruss Lhe pontoon af'ter
visiting the large CQlN Dunp of' J[LDENA, and was told that the bridge
nad been ecul at 1600 nrs, but that | could use the privately owmed
ferry 10U yards away by paying 1,000 lire, I then went to examine

tile bridge and found thai Lhe pontoons had been cul anu that two
additional pontoons were necessary to bridge the gap, I saw the
colonel of the lialian wililary Engineers of | [ACE A (Col, MONLARSTNO)
Wno svaried welling me all kinds of technical details that were untrue,
believing that I would be confused by such technicalities, 'hen I
told him that I was a military engineer he was very servile anl sur-
prised and said that he would be able to rind the additional pontoons
on the following day and that the bridge would ve in commission on the
day af'ter,

2¢ Since military engineers are used to dealing with tidal rivers
requiring the addition ani extraction of pontoons twice a day and since
1t is the duty of the bridge maintenance party Lo have ready &iﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ
four pontoons by the side of' the bridge so that any alteration im the
leével of the river can Le adjusted within half an hour, | am surprised
and suspicious as lo why Lhe colonel;
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(a) Did not have the pontoens ready,

(b) Did not have the bridge open at 19,00 hrs i.e, three hours
after the rise of the level;

(c) Could net ccmmence work before the following day.
(d) Could not have the work completed before 25 June 1946,

6e All military wvehicles between 1600 hrs 23 June 1946 and 25 June

1946 must now make a detour of 42 1/2 milea (68 Km) in eorder to reach

MILAN, TURIN etc. on a secondary road which has been heavily bombed in

mary pluﬂr::s. Civilian traffic, giwven the shortage of petrol, must now use ihe
privately owned ferry at extortionate prices which, at the m‘l‘:e of vehicles
passing at the time of my visit, would ensure 200 DU-D lire daily for ctne

proprietor,

/« Therefore, the action of the Colonel of the Genio Militare of
PIACERZA shows at least a criminal negligence at a time when road trans-—
port, conservation of petrel, ete., is most necessary in reconstruction.

| (sgd) T. I. Roworth
Majer HE
0. i/o Milan Office
CEM Branch
) Allied Commission

g7
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GIRDER BRIDGES, %
N
oETial Location R SPAN
I‘f[‘:.
nl\ - COX GIRDER. HRTDCES,
10, Lorp R, 09 37 Byt
11, Leso R, CABLTT Gl
i Montal to R, " Q7372 301
13. Montal to R, 068475 48!
1 lionternareisno R, O6GONT77 321
15, latarina R, 143367 L6
| 16, 2t ering R, 163377 LB
; L7e o. Venera, Sicily D. 035095 50!
i
7 1, FPle, Revento San Giovanmd N, 637915 ST
19, Pte. Oalice i, 643928 321

20, River aramisi N, 640935 321
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No. TR5 (Y

(IRDER ERIDGES.

_ :. Sorial [ocation I, It. R, 5. J, aff e
: j{ = Timenslons =
1 | L
Ha Se da BHIDGE S,
1 Anton brecda , TorTd frrnmeietr M plah %00 A
2 Autostrads,Torre Arpnmgieta M 52l 10 12"% B
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Minigtry of Publiec Vorks
Plant spd Machinery Cffioe 20 May 1946

| SUBIEGTy  dron Bailey bridges Hapfed Over By Allied Comnnd

70 | lHegiocnal Irvovvoditorato for Jublic Vorks nts fuila - Rome -
Florenoe -~ Genon -« Turin - Milan - Bolo e = Nanleo - Pearl -
| Anaons

Wagiatrato of Vigters = Venlcs

Copy tor Generpl Dirsction Viagbilits Jtatnle = Rarp
Goneral Divection Viebilita Stetale ordinaris e dolle HN,CC. KT,
SRDE

B i i T -

The A11led Comniscion (Induvatry end Usilities Branch) iz vrpdngs this
LAndsery to teks delivery of Duolley Lridpes slre ty worked up. The
l1ist Torwarde: by Aol shows thet mbout 180 eldees, warked up,
are locnted on higzhveys while others ere on Provineial and Communel
| Homls and others heve beon conetyusted off the rond and nsed for tunks,
.| duo to woey operatlion.

Sridgos thet, wocording to information sontained in the liat, ave located
in the region gontrolled by that Drovveditorato, have been marked.

| delivery of Lridpes loscted on highwoys will bs teken by the Speolsl

| Uff'lces of Conlo Clwile for Hosd Condition while the others will be

| handed over to the Genio Civile Office of the Province where they aro

| loouted end thelr peintonence will be the raspons hillty of tho Dody
fP.rm‘f.i.nf:E, Commumns ) maintaining the road on which the bridge 1t located,

Uif=road bridgas, of no importonce for the traific, and those dissenbled
and substituted by peruanent bridgss will remain at diaposel of that
irovveditorato vo be used on obler roads that ore interrupted,

That Frovvedltorato will declde on the sdviarbvility of revovering
bridgee in dengerouns logntions, where dlasembling and tranpa © oulght
& irivolve too uuch vork.

Jinco this webttor hes to bo pettled ut Bn narly date with 4,C., we

bag to requeat thet liats of bridges lLeing taken delivery of by Of'f'icos
| for Hoad Condltion and Gonio Civile Uffloos, bo set up ss soon as

posaliible asoording to the ettoched sohems ond then sent to {F3

. IU5Y



Fhan getting up the list of the Lrifgos, will you ploass inolude
alono thoesse not phown in our ligt apd spooify whether puy brldpe hinp
heen Yenoved by Lilitsry Unita or transferred to onobher loagntion,

e to bridges otil)] workad up, will you yeport to this offioe wheth

g permonont bridge A8 balig caintruotal mid alpno the eatincted dats
of aoomletion,

THE MINETER

Declasaified E.0. 12356 section 3.3/NND
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winlatry of Fublie Yorks
Plant and Mpohipnery Office
Via Monzawbano 16, Homa 91 May 1946

SURJEGTYs  Bailey Brlliges

o 1 feU, = I, = Ipdustsy and Utilities Dranoch

1. Pormission hae boen praunted by thia Ministry in order that
L thie reoe int of HIJJ.]E-J,- h}?if{ﬁﬁ.‘j. -

Sellefaliy Moy &1

<e A Tonthote will be made on the reoeipt as to lo. § of lettoy
frouw Allied Comiand Ho, 2 Oloims Oocamission and lloe 2 Directors of
Hirings and Dispposals (Fixed faunts) - OV, lio, O0ID-507/2/6 datad
265 Mgy 1946,

Je This Mindetry htg slreedy dooued nwosesury instiuetions o the

Hogional Vitloww for necessary controls and for taking definite delivery
of ridegas, Copy of that letter is enolosed,

ITI8 MIOHOTER

D

No. TEF_!!"" [

U54
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IRADCUARTERS

No. 2 Claims Commissi

e ]

and
No. 2 Directorates of I-I_j._riggﬁm] Disposals {:_F_‘_i;xﬂd_ _A..ss.'-latEL)

AP, 0. 5,551

e ]

!-::‘ I"a:- ].'I,'I.._
Headguarters Allded Commission, CCHD/307/2/6
Industry and Utilities Branch,
APD 794 25 May Ik

S B SR s S Bl g e S — g G N s e e e e e R ey Ee e e el e I e p——

Subject;= Transfer of Bailey Bridges to I[talian Civil

— . Agencies ml
1. Refercnce your PWU/O78/AC dated 20 lay 46.
2, It would perhaps facilitate matters if it were pointed

out both to the Ministry of Transport - who control the Azienda kilievo
Alienazione Residueti - and to the Minlatry of Public Works that there
1s no velid reason for delayingz the signature of the receipt for the
Balley Bridpges.

1 D No price is mentioned in the receipt which merely atates
| that the value of the British elemsnt of the fixed assets will be
notified te the Italisn Governnent at a later date and will be taken
into eccount in any ultimete overall financial settlenent with Italy.

lis The Italian Governuent would have plenty of time to
check the schedule after signature of the receipt end we are quite
willing to aceept a reserve at the foot of the receipt to the effect
that if’ - on checking - the Italian Authorities find any discrepancies
between the situation on the ground and that described in the schedule
letters will be exchanped amending the schedule accordingly.

Ds We are anxlous that the signature of the receipt °
should not be held up pending & check by the lLinistry of Public Works
as this might take a long time and cause considerable inconvenience to
the British vdervices concerned,

—l_—#_l

- —gifl g o

" IKDUSTRY & UTILIT!E. IE
27146 19 |

S
J. A, WATSON,
Colonel,
| for Brigadier,
2/1:HB V.P.C.C, and D, of Hgs and Disposals,
Tel: 66285 57
:.;i.!::rﬂ ﬂdﬂrﬂgﬂ: J |

No. 2 Cleims and Hirings, RORE,
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No. 2 Claims Commissiocn

and .
No. 2 Directoretes of Hirings and Disposals (Flxed Assets) 4

A.P.0. S.551
C. M F.

H Q. , . CCHI/307/2/6
lied Commission
;:éhmﬂ i ’ 1 lay 46

e e —
— - — — [ (.

Subject:~ Transfer of Balley Bridges
to Italian Civil Agencies

T Reference G, IL Q. letter 6752/10/Q2 dated 19 Lar 46
addreased to you, copy to us, particularly paras 5 and I, thereof.

2s Appendix 'A' has been in the hands of A.R.A.R. Head
O0ffice for some time - together with a copy of Appendix '8' but we are
making no progress in the negotimticns because A.RA R - ignoring the

sugpeation that they should eccept " in toto" without further inspection -

have considered it necessary to communicate with the Ministry of Public
Works and every time we press them to conclude they inf'orm us that they
are awaiting a reply from the Ninistry.

D We would be much obliged if you would kindly press
the Ministry to expedite its reply to A.R.A. R

HDUSTRY & UTILITIES SIC |
) |TF11#QF§ | -
' LY A 1 L
s T T J. A, WATSON,
Colonel,
for Brigadier,
2/EHB V.P.C.C. and D. of Hgs and Disposals.
Tel: 66285
Sips Address;
Wo, 2 Claims end Hirings, ROME
Copy toz;= M G.A.,
G He Qo - your a/m letter refers.

Ce b I

dU /.

NO. ‘?Ef.—:l [3 __
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