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HEFEUENCE:  176/PWU. W 21 Fab. 45
TO :  Ouief, Public Works Divio.ion.
PHOM 1 Housing.
SUBJBECT Trip Report/Sicily/February 5 to February 18,1945,

3, The purpose ot this trip wae Lo soecure an overall view of
war-dameged housing in Sioily and to gscertain if possible,
the reaontion of eofficiala towerd the new Housing lepalr
Decrees.

d. On arrivel at Palermuo, Reglonal Enginesr Major Boyd, H.k.,
offered every co-operation, but warned that 1t was elwost
imponsible to tour much of tne Teland bescmuse of

(a) the existence of numerous bands ol brigance who
were Lolding up and robbing oivilian and Nilitary
peruvonnel indiscriminately.

(b) Reither sutomooile, dpiver, nor interpreter cowld
te furnishoed me.

(¢) There were no Allied personnel, pillets, nor messes
L I8 availeble, sxeept at a few coastal points.

3. I checked above itum (&) with the A.C. Executive officer
Lt.Col. Snook ana othexr Allied Ofilcers and with CGenio Clvilie
officisla, antd all were unanimens ln deciaring 1t unsafe to
pttewpt extensive lravel; many cases 0l automovile and train
i hold-ups and one of klanapping were reported to me.

4. Neverthuslesa, by use of Italian pussonger trains, ppecial
Military traiuns, Kajor Boya's aufo and Genio Civile autos,
I succeeded in visiting the followlng Communes;-—

Palermo, Teormins,

Maroals, Catania,

Prapant, Paternd,

Termini lmorcsae, Adyimuno,

Keasina, Bronte,

Milazgo, Randupeo, E'

Francavilla, l Gﬁ, i
| -

(page one)
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Thede contain & large peeportion ot fthe dauage done on the
iglani., Najor Boyd was xind enough to accompany wme ad
guide and interpreter for aboul ten days.

De [n aLl the foregoing placea one or wore o the following
offictals were interviewed - Sindpco, Hunléipa. Bnpglneer,
ternio Clvile offieial®: the dasaged bullolngs were nloy
Inapucted, The Gondo ¢iviie Provveditore for 8iclly anu
tne Capos of the Frovipces ol Trapani, Falerno, Mesalna and
Catania were interviewesd.

1 ALl efficimls encountered huad received the two Decrees and
the January 25th circular covering tne “senza tetto" Housling
progray and soauwed repgonably Tamiilsr with these docuwente,
and in many places connliteaen were in course of formation;

in Tacrmina the Caumittee had already been orgenised and had

i1ts work of estnblishing priorities oI projects under way.

In genaeral, everyone interviewed was enthusliastic gbout this
matter with the exception of The Frovveditore wno raised
wany oovjections that did not appesr to be based on gound
reanoning or fact.

Tie Particulerly because of the wild cliimate or Hicily there
seaus to exlst very little drive vowerd quick work for vhe
wgansn tetto® and it is my opinion that work will lag in
this Teland, unless special eifort 1o wade by the Kinlstry
to inspire the Genio Civile officiala there, and particularly
vhe Provveditors, toward rapid setion.

. Transport and parsvicularly tires for Genio Civile oificiais

seew lacking in many provinced sid & personal trip to
Miluzso in the Messina Capo's car proved this conolusively

, (to the tune of elsvedn breakdowna) in what shoulu have boen
a one hour trip which actually took Tour hours. As &
nattér of faot, this trip would have besn finished on foos,
axcept for the Capo's sucwoves in porrowing two new tLires
and tuves in the wicdle ol the Lridp frouw the director of A
osment planc,

9. Obgorvation o1 State roads, both by riding over same and
hy Observing aase from train windows, showed Thew to be in
poor econdition and with prac tically novedy doing noy up-keéep
work thsreon. MSajor Hoyd told me tuat the mw{h#%lss

! t]’ﬁﬁﬂ Two)
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deteriorating rapidly due to lack of proper atienciun on
the part or the Genio Civile sngineer charged with same.
Lt appears that the rcosda were 1la better shape a few
monthé ago and that, unless drestic measures are taken,
tne deterioration will be progressiva,

Perponal opmarvation anu guestiohing oi allisd OfTicers
reveals that practically no military coavoys are using
the leland roade.

rngL,H//’(‘r_n-un,
DAVLD SOLOMON
Housing - P.W. iy,

J‘.'IL:‘I & Ul :J‘?;Ui

L) : :J
3164

(page three)
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